THE
Winter 2017
Page 1 - Association
receives Lockwood House
preservation grant
Page 4 - Storer College
Commemoration event
highlights
Page 7 - “To Emancipate
the Mind and Soul”: new
Storer College book unveiled

“Junction of the Potomac
and Shenandoah, Virginia,”
by William Roberts, dating
from 1808-1809. This is one
of the oldest known prints
of Harpers Ferry. In 1783,
Thomas Jefferson declared
that this view was “worth a
voyage across the Atlantic.”
(Museum of Early Southern
Decorative Arts, WinstonSalem, North Carolina)

Saving the “Crown Jewel”: Grant Received For
Preservation of Lockwood House
As the sesquicentennial
ects there. The program
of Storer College draws to
was honored with presa close, the Harpers Ferry
ervation awards by both
Park Association is thrilled
the White House and the
to announce the receipt of a
U.S. Department of the
major grant from Tauck for
Interior. Two years ago
the preservation and stabiTauck launched its initial
lization of the Lockwood
Hammer Corps program
House. This grant will
in Grand Teton.
enable HFPA and Harpers
Though safety conFerry National Historical
cerns currently permit
Park to seek matching fedonly limited access,
eral and private funds.
Lockwood House has
Once completed, this
been called the “crown
long-overdue project will
jewel” of the park’s
View of the Lockwood House from the west. (NPS photo by H. Mills)
enable the park to expand
historic buildings. One
interpretation programs, ofof the largest homes in
places that its guests travel to around
fering visitors a chance not only to learn
town, its legacy winds through several
the world.” During the grant applicathe stories the old House has to share,
chapters of Harpers Ferry history, while
tion process, the Lockwood House
but also to explore the fascinating art
the building itself contains some of
faced competition from many larger,
and science of preservation work itself.
the most intact nineteenth- and early
better-known national parks around the
Under the tutelage of professionals
twentieth-century décor elements in the
country.
from the Historic Preservation Training
park.
Tauck’s HFPA grant is just the latest
Center, a volunteer “Hammer Corps”
Constructed in 1848 for the paymasexample of the company’s support of
will have the opportunity to learn valuter of the federal armory, the Civil War
the U.S. National Parks. Over the years
able skilled trades as participants in the
saw Lockwood House used as hospital,
Tauck
has
provided
more
than
a
million
preservation project.
headquarters, and prison. As a veritable
dollars in additional grants to various
Tauck is a 92-year-old leader in
crossroads of war, the House collected a
efforts protecting the parks. From 2003
guided travel, with more than 100
boon of soldier graffiti, as well as signifthrough 2014, the company operated
upscale land tours and cruises to 70+
icant battle damage. After the conflict,
a
volunteer
program,
first
in
Yellowcountries and all seven continents. The
missionaries and freedmen gathered in
stone and later in Grand Teton National
funding is part of the company’s Destithe war-ravaged rooms to form a school:
Park, that allowed over 17,000 Tauck
nation Grants program, which supports
Storer College began here in 1867, with
guests visiting the parks to participate in
“efforts that focus on conservation
the then-radical mission to educate the
beautification
and
preservation
projor cultural/historical preservation of
continued on Page 3
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Volunteer-Designed T-Shirt Features Iconic
Harpers Ferry Scene

The View is published by the
Harpers Ferry Park Association (HFPA), an Official
National Park Cooperating
Association that supports the
mission of the National Park
Service.
The Association operates the
Park Bookshop in Harpers
Ferry NHP. Profits from sales
are returned to the park to
support interpretive and educational programs to enhance
your visit.
Postcard showing the B&O Railroad bridge, tunnel, and toilet powder sign painted on Maryland Heights.
(Courtesy Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Museum Collection)
In the golden hour of late
afternoon, pilgrims stand at
the Point overlooking the
confluence of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers, their
faces upturned in wonder as
the great rock face of Maryland Heights comes aglow.
Above the old railroad tunnel,
traces of ghost-white writing,
encased in a painted rectangle and barely legible, mark
the cliff. Thus arises two of
the most commonly asked
questions in Harpers Ferry:
what does it say? And why is
it there?
The answers, of course:
first, the painted words say
MENNEN’S BORATED TALCUM TOILET POWDER;
second, they’ve been there
since 1906, trying to convince
Harpers Ferry visitors to buy a
product said to be “delightful
after bathing, a luxury after
shaving,” and “a positive relief
for prickly heat, chafing, and
sunburn.”
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Throughout the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, it was common
to paint advertisements on
brick buildings and rocky
surfaces. Similar commercial
paintings once
adorned other
structures in
Harpers Ferry,
including the
John Brown
Fort! One
might think of
these as early
billboards.
Some have
criticized this
practice, calling the Mennen sign in particular a “desecration of nature.”
A brave attempt was made
to cover up the sign in 1963,
when, at the request of the
park superintendent, members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club scaled the cliff
face with paint remover and
carbon black. They hoped to

use scrubbing and faux shadowing to restore a more natural appearance. However, their
efforts proved futile: within
a few years, the Mennen
advertisement had persistently
reemerged
on the side
of Maryland
Heights.
Earlier
this year,
graphic artist
Mark Van der
Hyde volunteered to design a t-shirt
to benefit
Harpers Ferry.
Van der Hyde quickly realized
that the faded Mennen sign
is one of the most-photographed images in Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park.
Now the iconic sign has been
replicated on a unique t-shirt,
available exclusively at the
Bookshop.

You are invited to join this
unique organization and be a
part of Harpers Ferry’s special
family. For more information
call (304) 535-6881, e-mail us
at info@hfpawv.org, or visit
our website at www.harpersferryhistory.org.
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Lockwood House Preservation Grant,
continued from page 1

formerly enslaved population. Until the
college was able to acquire more buildings, the battered citadel of Lockwood
House provided humble classroom
space, safe shelter for students and faculty, and a makeshift chapel.
In the late 1870s, Storer College
leased Lockwood House to Sarah and
William Lovett, an African American
couple, who used the space to operate
a summer boarding house/hotel. After
her husband’s death, Sarah continued the business with the help of her
children—including her son, Thomas
Lovett, who would later build the Hilltop House, a luxury hotel destination
for prominent Washingtonians. During
the Jim Crow era, historically-significant
Harpers Ferry became a favored vacation spot for affluent African Africans
wanting to escape racial discrimination.
The Lockwood House Hotel closed in
1926 and fell into disrepair. The college
attempted to resuscitate the building,
but the project was unsuccessful.
After the college closed in 1955,
the National Park Service acquired the
building along with several others on
Camp Hill. In 1969, the park restored
the exterior of the building to its ca.
1858 appearance. Two interior rooms
were also restored to a ca. 1867 period.
Other rooms received partial restoration
and the second floor was stabilized. A

basement renovation allowed the park
to store museum collection items until
a mold bloom in 2015 forced all material
to be removed.
This summer, in conjunction with
the Storer College sesquicentennial,
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
provided weekend staffing at the building, allowing visitors to view the two
restored rooms on the first floor. However, continuing safety concerns have
restricted visitor access to the rest of the
building. Opening Lockwood House
will be no small feat, and will depend
upon the skill and care of many indi-

viduals. The Tauck grant has provided a
fundamental first step toward this goal.
Stay tuned for further developments!
Above: Late nineteenth century photo of
the Lockwood House showing the third
floor addition. (Courtesy Harpers Ferry NHP
Museum Collection)
Below left and center: The once grand
foyer of the Lockwood House in its current
state of deterioration. Below right:
Recent conservation work has uncovered
an original liquid slate chalkboard, used
when newly-freed slaves were taught in the
building, ca. late 1860s. (Photos by Cathy
Baldau)
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Storer College Commemoration
Event Highlights
For three days in early October Camp
Hill resonated with music, comradery,
and memories as Harpers Ferry National Historical Park commemorated
the founding of Storer College, the
first institute of higher learning for
African Americans in West Virginia.
The event honored the legacy of the
school’s founders, teachers, and alumni
while educating the public on this
little-known college and how education
was a key power in the African American struggle for equality.

The event, held on the lawn of
the former campus, opened on Friday,
October 6, with a welcoming picnic
for Storer alumni and descendants. A
ribbon-cutting followed at the newly-updated Storer College Room in
the Mather Training Center. Actor and
Frederick Douglass historian Fred Morsell returned to Harpers Ferry to serve
as master of ceremonies for the event.
Opening remarks were given by Tyrone
Brandyburg, HFNHP superintendent,
George Rutherford, president of the

Jefferson County NAACP, and Alvin
Catlett, president of the Storer College Alumni Association. The evening
concluded with the Howard Burns Jazz
Orchestra featuring special guest Dr.
Eddie Henderson and the music of 1920
Storer graduate Don Redman.
Saturday opened with David
Fryson, Esq. (WVU), who spoke on
legal aspects of African American
education. A panel of alumni spoke on
their experiences at the college during
the segregated 1950s. Morsell presented
continued on next page

Clockwise from top left: Descendants of Storer founder Nathan Brackett talk with Storer Alumni Association President Alvin Catlett at the
Alumni and Descendants picnic; Park Superintendent Tyrone Brandyburg meets alumnus at the re-dedication of the Storer College Room;
Contributing authors sign Storer College books at the October 7 launch. (Photos by David T. Gilbert). Bottom left: Dr. Connie Rice (left), Dr.
John Singler, Ilene Evans, and David Fryson, Esq. participate in a panel discussion of three prominent Storer alumni: West Virginia attorney
J.R. Clifford, author Joseph Jeffrey Walters, and teacher and activist Coralie Franklin Cook. (NPS photo by Autumn Cook)
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Clockwise from top left: Park Bookshop staff Whitney and Katlyn, and Harpers Ferry Park Association Board President Jim Silvia assist
visitors in the sales tent; Actor Fred Morsell gives a dramatic reading of Frederick Douglass’s 1881 speech at Storer College; Harpers Ferry
NHP Chief Historian Dennis Frye with Ranger Gwenny Roper; HFPA Executive Director Cathy Baldau announces the new Storer College book
dedication to Ranger Gwenny Roper. (All photos by David T. Gilbert)

a dramatic reading of Douglass’ 1881
speech at Storer College. Dr. Connie
Rice (WVU), Dr. John Singler (NYU),
and Ilene Evans participated in a panel
discussion of three prominent Storer
alumni: J.R. Clifford, first African American attorney in WV, author Joseph Jeffrey Walters, and Coralie Franklin Cook,
teacher and activist. Dr. David Levering
Lewis (NYU) discussed the 1906 Niagara Movement meeting at Harpers Ferry
and W.E.B. DuBois, the subject of his
two Pulitzer-prize winning biographies.
Grammy-nominated vocalist
Catherine Russell performed A Journey
Through the Great African American
Songbook, with songs related to civil

rights struggles. Saturday concluded
with the launch of HFPA’s publication,
“To Emancipate the Mind and Soul”:
Storer College 1867-1955. This collection
of essays by park rangers, historians,
and journalists tells the stories of notable alumni and influential faculty, their
dreams and challenges, and the historic persons and movements that have
passed through the gates on Camp Hill.
(See page 7)
Sunday began with remarks by the
descendants of Rev. Nathan C. Brackett,
the school’s founder. Other programs
included Ilene Evans’ portrayal of
Coralie Franklin Cook, a recital by pianist Leon Bates, and a talk by Dr. Edna

Medford (Howard University) addressing the history of early African American education. The event ended with a
gospel finale, featuring choirs from local
churches where Storer students would
sing to raise funds for the college.
Event sponsors included the West
Virginia Humanities Council, Jefferson
County NAACP, Nora Roberts Foundation, Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park, and Harpers Ferry Park Association. Commemorative items from
the event, including programs, Storer
College mugs, t-shirts, and pins are
available in the Park Bookshop.
More event photos on following page
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Top left and center: Dr. David Levering Lewis and Dr. Edna Medford. (NPS photos by Autumn Cook) Clockwise from top right: David
Fryson, Esq.; HFPA members and event volunteers Chris Craig (left), George Rutherford, and Dave Gilbert; Storer College alumni panel members relate their experiences on Camp Hill in the 1950s with moderator Ranger Guinevere Roper. (Photos by David T. Gilbert)

Recent Donations:
Mark Elrod
Dennis and Sylvia Frye
Bruce Kramer
Ken and Vicki Mitchell
Joe Onofrey
James Silvia
TAUCK
Samuel Tucker

Armory Superintendent
Members:
Jo Kuhn Curtis
Brandywine, MD
Rebecca Harriett
Berryville, VA
Dr. Robert Johnson, D.D.S.
Harpers Ferry, WV
Alice Keesey Mecoy, in Honor
of Don Campbell
Harpers Ferry, WV
Jim and Suzanne Suzanne
Silvia
Taunton, MA and Harpers
Ferry, WV
6 | The View | Winter 2017

Ed Wheeless and Chris Craig
Harpers Ferry, WV

Paymaster Members:
Thomas Burger
Baltimore, MD
Bruce Kramer
Baltimore, MD
Cynthia Mason
Baltimore, MD
Courtney Wayland
Hamilton, VA

Master Armorer
Members:
Allison Alsdorf
Harpers Ferry, WV
Joseph Andrews III
Rockville, MD
Carolyn Blocker
Crofton, MD
Kirk Bradley
Sanford, NC

Karl Buchspics
Willow Grove, PA
Donald and Patricia Burgess
Harpers Ferry, WV
Carole Powell Carter
Harpers Ferry, WV
Hon. and Mrs. Thomas Curtis
and Family
Baltimore, MD
Chris Dove
Harpers Ferry, WV
Kim and Frank Edwards
Edgewood, MD
Scot Faulkner
Harpers Ferry, WV
Patrice Flynn
Harpers Ferry, WV
Cynthia Gayton
Arlington, VA
Deborah Hale
Harpers Ferry, WV
Dan Jimeno and Sarah Shafer
Harpers Ferry, WV

Michael Kalis
Falls Church, VA
Michael Keller
Marietta, GA
Anne A. Long
Myersville, MD
Reid Jackson May
Washington, DC
Don Mundey
Hagerstown, MD
Catherine Oliver
Harpers Ferry, WV
Thomas O’Neil
Frederick, MD
Linda Parks
Washington, DC
James Prentice
Harpers Ferry, WV
Deborah Ransom
Lebanon, OH
George Rutherford
Ranson, WV

Storer College Book Launch
On October 7, during the Storer
College sesquicentennial weekend,
the Harpers Ferry Park Association
officially released its newest book, “To
Emancipate the Mind and Soul”: Storer
College 1867-1955. Featuring essays by
park rangers, historians, academics, and
volunteers, the book reveals the bold,
endearing, and sometimes controversial history of Storer College. Stories of
notable alumni, faculty, and reformers
who shaped the predominantly African
American community, often in the face
of extraordinary adversity, are included.
The book is dedicated to Ranger

Guinevere Roper, whose
decades-long passion
for Storer College has
inspired others in the
Harpers Ferry community
to make it their passion as
well. Ranger Roper took
it upon herself to conduct
groundbreaking research
and develop the first park
exhibit and ranger programs focused on Storer
College. Without her hard
work and infectious enthusiasm, many of the stories included

in the new book might
never have captured
the authors’ attention.
Ranger Roper, a key
member of the Storer
event’s planning committee, retired at the end
of October after over 40
years of service in the
National park Service.
We wish her a very happy
retirement!
“To Emancipate the
Mind and Soul” is available for $14.95 at the Park Bookshop.

HFPA Member Honored by Lewis &
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation

Falls of the Ohio region from October 25th
through October 28th.
On receiving the award, Losech recognized his fellow committee members,
including Paige Cruz, Phillip Gordon,
Lorraine Losech, Philippa Newfield,
Janice Wilson, and Jerry Wilson. He also
recognized the organizations which had
partnered in hosting the meeting, including the Harpers Ferry Park Association,
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,
West Virginia Division of Tourism, and
West Virginia Humanities Council.
Losech, a member of the Harpers
Ferry Park Association, is also a member
of the Ohio River Chapter of LCTHF. He
currently serves as co-project manager
of the Lewis & Clark Expedition Eastern
Legacy Sign Committee.
Special thanks to Jerry Wilson for sharing this member story!

extensively on Harpers Ferry history, including the Harpers Ferry Postcard Book
(Arcadia, 2006) and a chapter in “To
Emancipate the Mind and Soul”: Storer
College 1867-1955 (HFPA, 2017). We are
grateful for their dedication and service
to the Association!

The Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (LCTHF) recently recognized the
hard work of HFPA member Mike Losech
with its Meritorious Achievement Award.
Losech was honored for his leadership in
organizing LCTHF’s forty-eighth annual
meeting, a four-day event entitled “Meri-

Welcome New Board Members
Jane Knox, Awards Committee Chair for
LCTHF, is shown presenting Mike his award.
wether Lewis at Harpers Ferry,” held here
in the Ferry during the summer of 2016.
Losech was presented with his award
on October 26th, at a reception held at
Falls of the Ohio State Park in Clarksville,
Indiana (just across the Ohio River from
Louisville, Kentucky). The reception,
hosted in the park’s interpretive center,
was part of a series of Lewis & Clark Expedition events and meetings held in the

Congratulations to members Jim
Beckman and Mark Elrod who were
elected to the HFPA Board of Directors
at the annual meeting held September
3, 2017. Mark, an HFPA charter member, is a former park ranger and retired
army veteran, a founder and member of
numerous Civil War re-created military
bands, and a collector of and authority
on American military weaponry. Jim, a
Professor of Legal Studies at the University of Central Florida, resides part
of the year in Bolivar, and has written

Did You Know?
We send out a monthly e-newsletter to
keep you up-to-date on what’s happening at the Association, in the Bookshop,
and at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. If you’re not receiving these,
please email us at info@hfpawv.org and
we’ll make sure you don’t miss any of
the great things happening in the park!

Connect with us on Social Media!

Twitter
@HFParkAssoc

Facebook
@HFPAssociation

Instagram
@HFPAssociation
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Harpers Ferry Park Association
Post Office Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Published for the Members and Friends of the Harpers Ferry Park Association, the
official Cooperating Association for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Support Harpers Ferry National Historical Park!
To view detailed descriptions of our membership categories or to
join online, please visit www.harpersferryhistory.org

❏
❏

I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Park Association (new member)
I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

❏

I am not interested in receiving member benefits, but I would like to make a contribution in
the amount of ________ to aid the mission of the
Harpers Ferry Park Association.

❏

I am a Charter Member and would like to make
a donation of ________.

❏

Check if this is a new address for you.

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):

❏
❏
❏

$25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family.

$25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for educa______________________________________________
tors.
Name
$50 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to
the park.
______________________________________________

❏
❏

$100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category.

Address

$250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission.

______________________________________________
City
State
Zip

❏

$500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education
programs.

______________________________________________
Telephone

Please clip and mail with check or money order to:
Harpers Ferry Park Association
P.O. Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
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Phone: (304) 535-6881
Fax: (304) 535-6749
Email: info@hfpawv.org

______________________________________________
E-mail

