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“Junction of the Potomac 
and Shenandoah, Virginia,” 
by William Roberts, dating 
from 1808-1809. This is one 
of the oldest known prints 
of Harpers Ferry. In 1783, 
Thomas Jefferson declared 
that this view was “worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic.” 
(Museum of Early Southern 
Decorative Arts, Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina)
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A Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,
 I’ve been on Shenandoah 
Street in the dead of winter, early in 
the morning, without another soul 
in sight. No visitors or rangers. No 
animals or insects, the plants and 
trees all lifeless and still. The only 
movement those mornings were 
my feet and the rivers—my two old 
friends whose loyal current has 
been at times peaceful and at times 
turbulent, but a constant reminder 
that life never stops changing.
 This past April, I was on 
Shenandoah Street, at the height of 
spring, the town shuttered, with-
out another soul in sight. Birdsong 
filled my ears. Squirrels, geese, and 
that stubborn groundhog had free 
range. The air practically vibrated 
with the resurgence of life. It was 
the most unsettling experience I’ve 
ever had in Harpers Ferry.
 In the winter, there is some-
thing peaceful and profound in the 
silence. It’s like time travel, the closest I 
get to being in the Harpers Ferry of the 
past. The winter gives me a chance to 
refuel before the busy season, plan for 
the year, and reflect upon the past—the 
stories of struggle and hope that drive 
our mission to support this national 
park.
 Being in town in the springtime, 
with nature bursting and no humans in 
sight is not like time travel. It was more 
like stepping into an alternative uni-

verse. Where were the school children? 
The hikers? History buffs? Passport 
stampers? It felt almost apocalyptic. Was 
this how it felt for townspeople during 
the Civil War, in between occupations? 
I tried not to overreact, but this is 
what national parks do—what they’re 
supposed to do . . . they make you feel 
things.
 It’s surreal how much in the world 
has changed since our last HFPA news-
letter was released. A global pandemic 
and now civil protests demanding racial 

justice, which has been entwined 
in Harpers Ferry’s history for cen-
turies. Our office and Bookshop 
have been closed since March 17. 
I’m uncertain if they will be open 
by the time this newsletter goes to 
print. These are hard times. But 
our town, park, and association 
have seen hard times before. I am 
determined to ensure we survive 
2020.
 I want to extend my sincere 
gratitude to all who have sup-
ported us during the past few 
months, especially our members. 
Your renewals, donations, and 
online purchases have given us the 
energy to get through this difficult 
situation. Thank you to the HFPA 
Board of Directors, who have 
not only guided and helped me 
through financial and operational 
decisions, but who have given me 
moral support every step of the 
way. You make me honored to be a 

part of this organization.
 Finally, my deepest appreciation 
goes to the HFPA staff—Whitney, Kat-
lyn, Catherine, Lea, and Logan. Thank 
you for being adaptable, working re-
motely, solving problems with creativity 
and positivity, and most of all, thank you 
for your patience. I’m proud to be on 
your team.

Yours in health,
Cathy Baldau 

Shenandoah Street

http://mesda.org/item/collections/junction-of-the-potomac-and-shenandoah-rivers/1768/
http://mesda.org/item/collections/junction-of-the-potomac-and-shenandoah-rivers/1768/
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The View is published by the 
Harpers Ferry Park Asso-
ciation (HFPA), an Official 
National Park Cooperating 
Association that supports the 
mission of the National Park 
Service.

The Association operates the 
Park Bookshop in Harpers 
Ferry NHP. Profits from sales 
are returned to the park to 
support inter pretive and edu-
cational programs to enhance 
your visit.

You are invited to join this 
unique organization and be a  
all (304) 535-6881, e-mail us at 
info@hfpawv.org, or visit our 
website at www.harpersferry-
history.org.

ExEcutivE DirEctor
Cathy Baldau

opErations ManagEr
Whitney Richards

EDitor
Catherine Mägi

graphic DEsignEr
David T. Gilbert

BoarD of DirEctors

James Beckman, President
Cynthia Gayton, Vice President
David T. Gilbert, Secretary
Laura Clark, Treasurer
Chris Craig
Mark Elrod
Jim Jenkins
Doug Perks
Sarah Shafer
Jim Silvia
Ed Wheeless

Upcoming HFPA Events
All events subject to change. Please check our 
social media outlets for updates.

Irish Fiddle Workshop
August 15, 2020
Time: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Cost: $50
Location: John Brown Museum, 2nd Floor 
Lyceum

Join musician-historian Chuck Krepley, 
renowned performer of historical American/
Celtic folk tunes and creator of handmade, 
period fiddles, for a special workshop devot-
ed to Irish music.
 Chuck Krepley’s two great passions are 
music and history. Once a professional blue-
grass banjo player, he took up the fiddle in 
the 1980s. Chuck spent many years studying 
Scottish fiddle music, winning a couple of 
fiddle contests along the way. He has studied 
and performed historical music covering ev-
ery period from the French and Indian War 
of the 1750s through the end of the American 
Civil War in 1865. He was the music director 
for French and Indian War documentary 
film, Washington’s First War: The Battles for 
Fort Duquesne. Chuck performs and records 
with his own Civil War band, Home Front, 
and enjoys guest appearances with several 
other Civil War bands including the 2nd 
South Carolina String Band. He also per-
forms with the American/Appalachian folk 
music band Dearest Home, as well as Celtic 
band Across the Pond.

Annual Member Meeting & Picnic
September 12, 2020

HFPA members: Save the date for our annual 
membership meeting and potluck picnic! We 
look forward to this gathering every year, and 
the opportunity to share our work and prog-
ress with our supporters. This year, we are 
excited to present you with a preview of our 
plans for our 50th anniversary year in 2021.

En Plein Air Painting Workshop
September 17-19, 2020
Time: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm daily
Cost: $225
Location: Various locations throughout 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

As long as people have been coming to Harp-
ers Ferry, its majestic views have called to the 
artists among us. This long tradition of land-
scape-inspired artistic expression has not only 
built up a legacy of fine art, but also helped 
to document the Ferry’s transitions through 
time. In this unique three-day workshop led 
by artist Paul Gallo, participants will follow 
in the footsteps of generations of creatives 
before them, indulging in painting en plein 
air—painting outside.
 Pennsylvania artist Paul Gallo specializes 
in plein air oil painting. He holds a Master of 
Fine Arts degree from Syracuse University, 
and currently teaches painting and draw-
ing courses at Harrisburg Area Community 
College. In addition to facilitating numerous 

additional workshops, his 
creative work has been 
placed in numerous juried 
shows and recognized 
with several awards.
 Cost does not in-
clude meals and lodging. 
Participants are respon-
sible for providing their 
own supplies. Contact the 
bookshop for a suggested 
list of supplies, a work-
shop schedule, and more 
details.

HFPA members and staff enjoy the 2019 Annual Meeting & Picnic.
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All’s Quiet Along the Potomac
When the 1918 influenza pandemic 
struck Jefferson County, one observer 
remarked upon the monotonous quiet 
of shuttered shops and closed cafes, 
declaring the ghostly abandonment a 
sight “not seen in these parts since the 
days of the Civil War.”
 For the past few months, this scene 
of emptiness has been ours once more, 
thanks to COVID-19.
 Our bookshop and offices ceased 
regular operation in mid-March due 
to the pandemic. Our Puzzlepalooza 
FUNdraiser was postponed. However, 
our creative and dedicated staff have 
been engaged in all manner of behind-
the-scenes projects to continue to serve 
our mission. Here is just a sampling of 
what we’ve been up to!
 Catherine Mägi, Publications and 
Membership Coordinator, has spent 
much of her quarantine with her eyes 
on 2021 and the commemoration of 
HFPA’s 50th anniversary. An avid hiker 
with a penchant for wandering forgot-
ten trails, Catherine has plotted a new 
history hiking program just for women. 
The program, which she hopes will 
be an empowering event for all who 
identify as women, is dedicated to Mary 
Vernon Mish, a “founding mother” of 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
responsible for preserving Maryland 
Heights as park property. The inaugural 
event is planned for March 20, 2021.
 Catherine has also prepared a new 
vintage cocktail fundraiser, currently 
scheduled for February 2021, with an 
Island (Park) theme. Each workshop 
is structured around some historical 
time or topic, uses simple cocktails as a 
comfortable launchpad for delving into 
diverse themes in history. Participants 
learn how to mix classic and sometimes 
obscure drinks, and learn the story 
behind them, too. The “island” theme 
of the 2021 event will have a distinctly 
tropical flavor, with stories of America’s 
real (and imagined) connections to the 
South Pacific.
 Catherine has been busily promot-
ing HFPA and this fundraiser by pro-

ducing a series of “mini-workshops,” 
livestreamed on Facebook in part-
nership with the George Tyler Moore 
Center for the Study of the Civil War at 
Shepherd University.
 But Catherine is much more than 
cocktails (close observation will reveal 
she never actually imbibes). Catherine 

has developed additional livestream 
programs to promote HFPA, its publica-
tions and authors. In response to wide-
spread shop closures and cancellations 
of speaking events, Catherine’s Authors 
Reading Aloud series has sought to 
support authors and independent book-
shops by providing a safe, virtual space 
to connect with readers and celebrate 
the magic of reading aloud. She and 
Dennis Frye inaugurated the program 
with a reading from Confluence on 
May 28th. Visit www.facebook.com/au-
thorsreadingaloud for more information.
 When she hasn’t been dreaming 
about the future or making videos, 
Catherine has been reclaiming the gar-
den of her historic Harpers Ferry home, 
alternating between writing research 
articles and fairy tales, and of course, 
playing in the mountains. One of the 
most magical experiences afforded her 
by quarantine: the ability to closely 
observe and celebrate the Appalachian 
Trail transforming in spring, each week - 
each day! - revealing a new and beautiful 
budding, blossom, greening, and overall 
awakening to life. Catherine calls Harp-
ers Ferry her own personal “Walden,” 
invoking the famous woods and pond 

that inspired Henry David Thoreau, 
and she’s cherished having more time to 
honor this relationship.
 Lea McDowell, Visitor and Sales 
Experience Specialist, would normally 
be in the bookshop interacting with vis-
itors. These days, however, Lea interacts 
with virtual visitors by brainstorming 
and creating content for multiple HFPA 
social media platforms. She published 
her first blog post for HFPA, entitled 
“Along the Shenandoah: A Meditation 
for Spring”, a love letter to the sub-
lime beauty of Virginius Island. If you 
have yet to experience this grounding 
visualization, you can do so at hfpawv.
blogspot.com. She is currently work-
ing on a new blog post - stay tuned for 
another virtual adventure!
 She has also had the pleasure of 
preparing and sharing weekly recipes 
from HFPA’s original cookbook, Bill of 
Fare. You can access these via the HFPA 
Instagram ( @hfpassociation ) and Face-
book ( www.facebook.com/HFPAssoci-
ation/ ) every Saturday for a delectable 
addition to your weekend.
 Like Catherine, Lea is in the pro-
cess of planning multiple events for 
the 50th anniversary in 2021. While the 
inherent uncertainty of the future has 
underscored itself these past months, 
Lea has nonetheless relished the oppor-
tunity to unleash her imagination as an 
event planner.
 In her personal life, Lea has been 
enjoying reading all genres of books, 
many from the HFPA bookshop (usually 
with one of her two cats curled up in 
her lap). She has always valued liter-
ature, and her love and curiosity for 
the written word has only expanded 
during quarantine. She is also often in 
her kitchen, hovering over the stove or 
preparing baked goods for their journey 
into the oven. Books and comforting 
foods are staples in her cozy abode.
 Lea, Catherine, and everyone else at 
HFPA are looking forward to manifest-
ing the visions they have fostered during 
the quiet of quarantine. We cannot wait 
to share our next chapter with you!

Our bookshop and offices 
ceased regular operation 
in mid-March. However, 
our creative and dedicated 
staff have been engaged in 
all manner of behind-the-
scenes projects to continue 
to serve our mission.

https://www.facebook.com/authorsreadingaloud
https://www.facebook.com/authorsreadingaloud
https://www.facebook.com/HFPAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/HFPAssociation/


4 | The View | Summer 2020

continued on next page

Volunteer  
Corner

Thanks to Vicki Mitchell, HFPA mem-
ber and Harpers Ferry Volunteer in 
Park, for helping us fulfill a dream—our 
first-ever, long-awaited Harpers Ferry 
coloring book! Vicki’s hand drawings 
of scenes around the park, along with 
Catherine Mägi’s magical words, 
will be a treat for all ages. Many 
thanks to David Gilbert for once 
again volunteering his time and 
skills to design the book. We look 
forward to it being available soon.
 Much gratitude also goes to 
Jim Koenig, for donating his time 
and materials to build a counter 
shield for the Bookshop. Jim 
creatively reused leftover wood 
from a recent Lockwood House 
volunteer project to construct 
parts of the shield. This gives its 
purpose a much greater meaning.

derailment in the early hours of Decem-
ber 6, 2019.
 According to an NPS Statement, 
“CSX anticipates that it will be com-
pleted by the end of July assuming no 
weather or pandemic related delays.” 
Further, “CSX and the NPS are coor-
dinating to fund and operate a shuttle 
service to provide free transportation 

Association Receives Publication Donation
the hfpa takes great pride in the 
publications it has produced over the 
years. These unique products are an 
important part of our mission to sup-
port the interpretive and educational 
programs of Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park. Though many have 
been our best sellers, it takes time to 
recover the upfront printing costs. 
While struggling through the financial 
hardships of 2020, we were thrilled to 
recently receive a generous, anonymous 
donation to be used toward the printing 
costs of our new Color Harpers Ferry 
coloring book.
 Donating toward other upcoming 
HFPA 50th Anniversary publication 
projects, including a new Virginius 
Island guidebook and book highlighting 
the James Burton Drawings at Harpers 

Ferry (below)—anonymously or with 
grateful recognition—is a fantastic way 
you can support the park and associa-
tion during this time. Donations can be 
made online at harpersferryhistory.org/
donate or by check via Harpers Ferry 
Park Association, P.O. Box 197, Harpers 
Ferry, WV 25425.

Repairs Begin on 
Pedestrian Bridge

Work began the week of May 20 to 
repair the Goodloe E. Byron Pedestrian 
Walkway (footbridge) across the Poto-
mac River at Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park. The bridge sustained 
significant damage following a train 

New counter shield at the checkout 
desk in the Park Bookshop. Work-
men perform repairs on the foot-
bridge across the Potomac River.

https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/donate
https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/donate
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Pedestrian Bridge,
continued from previous page

Donations Received:
Thelma Best (Lockwood 

House)
Theresa Hanada
Robert M. Johnson, DDS, Col. 

USA Ret’d
Bruce Kramer
Miranda Taylor
West Virginia Dept. of Culture 

and History

Armory Superintendent 
Members:
Gregory DiCostanzo & Gillian 

McPhee
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Rebecca Harriett
 Berryville, VA
Kalle Nurmepuu
 Lemmon, SD
Suzanne & Jim Silvia
 Taunton, MA and Harpers 

Ferry, WV
Ed Wheeless & Chris Craig
 Harpers Ferry, WV

Paymaster Members:
James Beckman
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Mike Hegarty/Our Lady of 

Sorrows School
 Farmington, MI
John H. Madigan, Jr.
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Cynthia K. Mason
 Baltimore, MD
Sarah Shafer & Don Jimeno/

Rations Cafe
 Bolivar, WV

Master Armorer  
Members:
Joseph F. Andrews, III
 Rockville, MD
John Barton
 Shepherdstown, WV
Kim Biggs
 Brunswick, MD
Carolyn Blocker
 Crofton, MD
Kirk Bradley
 Sanford, NC
Karl Buchspics
 Willow Grove, PA

Donald and Patricia Burgess
 Frederick, MD
Carole Powell Carter
 Harpers Ferry, WV
The Honorable Thomas Curtis
 Baltimore, MD
Christopher Dove
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Kimberly & Francis Edwards
 Edgewood, MD
Hon. Scot & Vicki Faulkner
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Deborah Fleming
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Cynthia Gayton
 Arlington, VA
Deborah Hale
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Lester Jackson
 Ranson, WV
Michael Kalis
 Falls Church, VA
Michael Keller
 Marietta, GA
Bruce W. Kramer
 Baltimore, MD

Anne A. Long
 Boonsboro, MD
Mark McDonough
 Ranson, WV
Jim Mulherin
 Upper Marlboro, MD
Laura Neal
 Shepherdstown, WV
Thomas O’Neil
 Frederick, MD
Linda W. Parks
 Washington, DC
David and Karen Petr
 Street, MD
James Prentice
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Deborah Ransom
 Lebanon, OH
George Rutherford
 Ranson, WV
Gayle A. Underwood
 Fairfield, PA
Jurgen Vsych
 Lawrence, KS
Kathleen Winters
 Lorton, VA

for Appalachian Trail hikers and other 
visitors around the footbridge closure. 
The start date for this shuttle service is 
still to be determined.”
 Visit go.nps.gov/HAFEfootbridge for 
more information.

Call for  
Submissions: 
 HFPA Blog

We are now accepting submissions for 
the HFPA blog. We welcome articles 
relating to Harpers Ferry history, HFPA/
park events, and unique experiences in 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 
You can read past blogs here: hfpawv.
blogspot.com/. For more information 
on how to submit, visit https://bit.ly/
HFPAblog.

Attention Members!
The Association sends out a monthly 
e-newsletter and occasional updates on 
special events happening in the Ferry. If 
you are not receiving this and would like 
to, please send us your email at info@
hfpawv.org, or call 304-535-6881. If you 
are receiving it, please open it—if it is 
not read after two or three months it 
will go to your spam folder. We don’t 
want anyone to miss out on the great 
things happening here!

Connect with us on Social Media!

Twitter
@HFParkAssoc

Facebook
@HFPAssociation 

Instagram
@HFPAssociation

YEARS OF SUPPORT5

https://www.nps.gov/hafe/planyourvisit/information-about-train-derailment-at-harpers-ferry-on-december-21-2019.htm
https://hfpawv.blogspot.com/
https://hfpawv.blogspot.com/
https://bit.ly/HFPAblog
https://bit.ly/HFPAblog
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Published for the Members and Friends of the Harpers Ferry Park Association, the 
official Cooperating Association for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Harpers Ferry Park Association
Post Office Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

To view detailed descriptions of our membership categories or to 
join online, please visit www.harpersferryhistory.org

❏ I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Park Association (new member)
❏ I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):

❏ $25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family.

❏ $25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for educa-
tors.

❏ $55 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to 
the park.

❏ $100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category.

❏ $250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who 
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission.

❏ $500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and 
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education 
programs.

Please clip and mail with check or money order to:

 Harpers Ferry Park Association
 P.O. Box 197
 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

❏ I am not interested in receiving member bene-
fits, but I would like to make a contribution in 
the amount of ________ to aid the mission of the 
Harpers Ferry Park Association.

❏ I am a Charter Member and would like to make 
a donation of ________.

❏ Check if this is a new address for you.

______________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________
City State Zip

______________________________________________
Telephone

______________________________________________
E-mail Phone: (304) 535-6881

 Fax: (304) 535-6749
 Email: info@hfpawv.org

Support Harpers Ferry National Historical Park!

https://www.harpersferryhistory.org

