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“Junction of the Potomac 
and Shenandoah, Virginia,” 
by William Roberts, dating 
from 1808-1809. This is one 
of the oldest known prints 
of Harpers Ferry. In 1783, 
Thomas Jefferson declared 
that this view was “worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic.” 
(Museum of Early Southern 
Decorative Arts, Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina)
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Home Sweet Home: 
The Park Bookshop Reopens in October

On OctOber 2, 2020, the harpers Ferry 
Park Bookshop opened its doors to 
visitors for the first time since March 16. 
Limited capacity, mask requirements, 
and separate entry and exit doors have 
been implemented.
 Shut down due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the shop first underwent a 
massive redesign to allow for safe social 

distancing. This followed a month of 
outdoor sales where the association 
shared an open tent on The Green with 
park rangers.
 The park began information 
services in the tent on September 3. 
Restrooms and some museum buildings 
also opened at this time. Park shuttle 
buses resumed operation with limited 
capacity on October 14.

 In August, HFPA was fortunate 
to partner with the Harpers Ferry 
Woman’s Club to operate a weekend 
pop-up sales outlet at their Clubhouse 
on Washington Street. Our sincerest 
gratitude to the Woman’s Club for their 
graciousness, especially David Guiney 
and Debbie McGee.

In Memoriam: Robert M. Johnson, DDS, Col. USA Ret’d
hFpa was deeply saddened tO learn OF 
the sudden passing of longtime mem-
ber and former Board Member, Robert 
Johnson. Bob passed away unexpected-
ly on October 11, 2020.
 In his nearly 40 years as a Harpers 
Ferry resident, Bob served on the Harp-

ers Ferry Town Council, Harpers Ferry 
Planning Commission, Harpers Ferry 
Water Board, Jefferson County Sewer 
Commission, and Chairman of the 
Board of the Jefferson County Health 
Department.

 Bob graduated from the Johns 
Hopkins University, the Johns Hopkins 
School of Hygiene and Public Health, 
the Baltimore College of Dental Sur-
gery, the University of Maryland Dental 
School and the US Army Command and 

https://mesda.org/item/collections/junction-of-the-potomac-and-shenandoah-rivers/1768/
https://mesda.org/item/collections/junction-of-the-potomac-and-shenandoah-rivers/1768/
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The View is published by the 
Harpers Ferry Park Asso-
ciation (HFPA), an Official 
National Park Cooperating 
Association that supports the 
mission of the National Park 
Service.

The Association operates the 
Park Bookshop in Harpers 
Ferry NHP. Profits from sales 
are returned to the park to 
support inter pretive and edu-
cational programs to enhance 
your visit.

You are invited to join this 
unique organization and be a  
all (304) 535-6881, e-mail us at 
info@hfpawv.org, or visit our 
website at www.harpersferry-
history.org.
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Michael Lynch (Associate 

Member)
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Ed Wheeless
Michael (Micaelle) Zeleke

New Membership Tiers
(Effective January 1, 2021)

Benefits for all levels of membership:

• 15% discount on every item in the park 
bookshop, every day

• Discount at most national park shops 
around the country

• Discounted tickets and early registration 
for unique fundraisers like our Historic 
Cocktails Workshop

• Discounted admission and early registra-
tion for educational workshops like our 
blacksmith, painting, and candy-making 
programs

• Subscription to The View, our quarterly 
newsletter featuring events, volunteer op-
portunities, and researched articles

• Invitation to Annual Membership Meeting 
and Picnic

• Tax-deductible membership dues and 
giving opportunities

• Additional members-only sales throughout 
the year

• Monthly e-newsletter with the most up-
to-date information on events in Harpers 
Ferry

• A special pin and decal for first-time mem-
bers

Membership tiers:

• $35 PEREGRINE Basic Membership for 
those who wish to support Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park and the mission of 
the Park Association.

• $55 WAYFARER Best Value! For frequent 
visitors to the park trails and museums.

• $75 MARMION Family Membership for 
those who frequently explore the park with 
their children or furbabies.

• $100 LOCKWOOD Patron membership 
in support of the preservation of Harpers 
Ferry’s history, architecture, culture, and 
natural resources.

• $250 SHENANDOAH Contributing 
Membership for individuals in support of 
the preservation of Harpers Ferry’s history, 
architecture, culture, and natural resources.

• $500 POTOMAC Sustaining Membership 
for individuals or businesses in support of 
the preservation of Harpers Ferry’s history, 
architecture, culture, and natural resources.

https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/newsletters-0
https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/newsletters-0
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In Memoriam: Robert M. Johnson,
continued from page 1

General Staff College. After 35 years of 
service in the US Army he retired as a 
Colonel, then became an oral surgeon 
with the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene.
 With Nancy Myers, Bob restored 
and preserved their 1860s home on 
Fillmore Street and the 1700s Stone-
house on Washington Street. Bob’s love 
of Harpers Ferry began in his childhood 

Association Approaches Golden Anniversary
thOugh the current wOrld health 
crisis has made scheduling difficult, 
HFPA continues plans to mark its 50th 
anniversary in 2021. The year will kick 
off with a monthly series of outdoor 
programs entitled “Trails Less Taken” 
that will invite members and guests to 
explore hidden gems of Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park.
 Trail Less Traveled: The Murphy 
Farm. Saturday, Jan. 30, 10 am-12:30 pm. 
1.5 to 3 miles, depending on weather and 
trail conditions, rated MODERATELY 
EASY, with half the hike on dirt farm 
path and up to 1.5 miles on trails in 
wooded ravines. Meet on the plaza in 
front of the Harpers Ferry NHP Visitor 
Center, 171 Shoreline Drive.

 The Murphy Farm has been farmed 
since before the Civil War. The relatively 
flat farm loop contains the former site 
of John Brown’s Fort, a pilgrimage point 
for early Civil Rights activists; a dazzling 
view of the Shenandoah Valley; and 

markers and cannons commemorating 
General A.P. Hill’s staging during the 
Sept. 15, 1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry. A 
trail detour, which is more rolling and 
rocky, will take us to earthworks that 
are part of Philip Sheridan’s extensive 
fortifications around Bolivar Heights.
 Our hike leader is Jim Silvia, a Cer-
tified Tour Guide in Harpers Ferry who 
has led Civil War to Civil Rights tours on 
the Murphy Farm for several years. He 
owns an 1840-era home in Bolivar built 
to house an armory worker. After the 
hike, those interested may join Jim in 
a local restaurant to warm up and chat 
informally about topics raised.
 A list of programs will be shared as 
plans are confirmed.

and continued throughout his life. He 
was passionate about sharing the history 
of this town and preserving its struc-
tures. Bob was a great supporter and 
friend to the Association and his stories 
and gentle humor will be missed at our 
events.

Below: Bob Johnson wins the silent 
auction bid for John Paul Strain’s Limited 
Edition print “Jackson Meets Little Sorrell” 
in September 2012.

2020 Olde Tyme 
Christmas

the Olde tyme christmas Festival in 
the historic towns of Bolivar and Harp-
ers Ferry, WV, will happen in a unique 
but still-special way in 2020. This 50th 
annual event will cap an unprecedented 
year in American History by offering 
visitors a safe and spirited experience 
they will always remember.
 Quaintly decorated streets, shops, 
and inns will welcome visitors to a 
Victorian-era holiday season. Programs 
include: townspeople in vintage attire, 
Fiddlin’ Dave and Morgan playing 
traditional Irish and Appalachian music, 
wagon rides (with limited occupancy), 
Santa and Mrs. Claus at the town gaze-
bo, Holiday Lights driving tour, kettle 
corn, Tri-State Handmade Holiday Mar-
ket at the Clarion.
 Shops and restaurants will offer ex-
tended hours and special sales. Masks, 
limited occupancy, and social distancing 
will be required to keep our employees, 
volunteers, visitors, and all those seek-
ing the holiday spirit safe.
 Visit harpersferryotc.com for a 
schedule of events. (Note: this site is up-
dated frequently and subject to change.)

YEARS OF SUPPORT5

https://www.harpersferryotc.com/
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Visitor Survey Results
in Our missiOn tO “enhance the visitOr 
experience” at Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park, HFPA conducted a 
visitor survey in 2020. Thank you to the 
100+ visitors and members who took 
the time to complete the survey. The 
results, detailed below, will be extremely 

helpful as we move into our 50th year of 
supporting the park.
 One short answer question on the 
survey, How can we improve your over-
all experience when visiting Harpers 
Ferry, yielded mostly favorable respons-
es. Four topics received the bulk of the 

requests for improvement: parking, 
mobility, trash cans, and maintenance of 
public restrooms. Though HFPA cannot 
directly resolve those issues, we will 
work diligently with the national park to 
see how we can assist.
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HFPA Holds First Virtual Meeting

Guide Program Resumes

New HFPA Board 
Members

Over the last eight years, MichaEl 
(Micaelle) Zeleke has worked for 
the USAID/Bureau for Humanitarian 
Assistance Office of Africa. In his role 
as Senior Humanitarian Advisor based 
out of Washington, D.C., he oversees 
Knowledge Management initiatives 
while supporting Humanitarian re-
sponse in Africa.
 During his time with USAID/
OFDA, he was team leader for the 
inter-agency team at HPGE, a Regional 
Advisor in Nairobi, and started the West 
Africa regional office. Throughout a 30-
year career, he has worked in Africa, the 
Balkans, eastern Europe, Asia and the 
United States. In Texas, he worked as an 
emergency/first responder as a fireman 
and paramedic for the city of Dallas, 
and volunteered in the community clin-
ic and ER.
 He is a graduate of University of 
Texas, and a Marine. Michael lives in 
Harper Ferry in the home formerly 
owned by Dr. Madison Briscoe, Storer 
graduate, biologist, and former HFPA 
board member. Michael dreams of slow 
days, fishing, reading, tubing, hiking and 
leisurely meals which he practices and 
studies for his next career.
 Susan Journell started her journey 
at Harper Ferry National Historical 
Park in 1977 as a volunteer. Since 1979 
she has worked on and off as a tem-
porary park ranger interpretation. In 
her 43-year journey in the park, she 
conducted tours, worked the visitor 
center desk, conducted living history 
demonstrations, worked special events 
and even collected entrance fees. Susan 
made Harpers Ferry/Bolivar her perma-
nent home in an armory worker’s dwell-
ing in 1985 and lived in the community 
until 2016.
 Susan’s professional career has 
been with Loudoun County Public 
Schools. She began her career as a high 
school history teacher and is currently 
an Instructional Facilitator of Tech- 
nology.

On september 12, 2020, hFpa held its 
annual membership meeting virtually 
for the first time in its 49-year history. 
Board President Jim Beckman hosted 
the meeting on Zoom. Executive Direc-
tor Cathy Baldau reported on the asso-
ciations activities in 2019 and 2020, staff 
member Katlyn Simmons gave a social 
media and communications update and 
Treasurer Laura Clark talked about our 
current and future financial state.
 Votes included the re-election of 
Board Member Jim Beckman to another 
3-year term, and the election of three 
new board members: Michael Zeleke, 
Susan Journell, and Mike Lynch. We are 
thrilled to welcome these skilled and 

Harpers Ferry-passionate individuals to 
our board. (Read their bios below.)
 Another vote was taken to adopt 
new membership level names and 
increase the basic membership dues to 
$35. The new levels were considered to 
appeal to a wider demographic of park 
visitors and to include more than just 
one interpretive theme of the park. The 
motion passed with a 73% vote. See 
Page 2.
 Meeting minutes as well as the 
full slide presentation are available at 
harpersferryhistory.org/discover (PDF).

ZOOM screenshot courtesy of Scot Faulk-
ner.

we are Once again taking 
reservations for Certified 
Guide Tours of Harpers Fer-
ry. Due to COVID-19, our 
guides will ride in their own 
vehicle to the three different 
stops. Masks are required. 
To learn more about our 
tours or to make a reserva-
tion, call 304-535-6881 or go 
to harpersferryhistory.org/
certified-guide-tours.

continued on next page

https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/sites/harpersferryhistory.org/files/uploaded-images/2020-Sep12_Annual%20Meeting%20Notes.pdf
https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/certified-guide-tours
https://www.harpersferryhistory.org/certified-guide-tours
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Donations Received:
Atlantic Guard Soldiers Aid 

Society
Steven Bartlett
Richard Brown
Patricia Chickering
Christopher Craig
Paul Degen
Patty Disbrow
Harpers Ferry Civil War 

Roundtable – On behalf of a 
tour led by David Fox

Rebecca Harriett
Eleanor Hubbard
Michael Kalis
Bernie Klemanek
Baolin Liu
Eric Long
Donna Mattson (Lockwood 

House)
Michael Musick
Richard Potteiger
Ryan Raffaelli
Michael Vidmar
West Virginia Dept. of Culture 

and History
Michael Zeleke

Armory Superintendent 
Members:
Rebecca Harriett
 Berryville, VA
Andrew Downard
 Charles Town, WV
Kalle Nurmepuu
 Lemmon, SD
Suzanne & Jim Silvia
 Taunton, MA and Harpers 

Ferry, WV
Ed Wheeless & Chris Craig
 Harpers Ferry, WV

Paymaster Members:
Profs. James and Maria Beck-

man
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Gregory DiCostanzo & Gillian 

McPhee
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Mike Hegarty/Our Lady of 

Sorrows School
 Farmington, MI
Jefferson County CVB
 Harpers Ferry, WV
John H. Madigan, Jr.
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Cynthia K. Mason
 Baltimore, MD

Master Armorer  
Members:
Joseph F. Andrews, III
 Rockville, MD
John Barton
 Shepherdstown, WV
Carolyn Blocker
 Crofton, MD
Kirk Bradley
 Sanford, NC
Karl Buchspics
 Willow Grove, PA
Donald and Patricia Burgess
 Frederick, MD
Carole Powell Carter
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Laura Clark
 Harpers Ferry, WV
The Honorable Thomas Curtis
 Baltimore, MD
Peter Dessauer
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Christopher Dove
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Kimberly & Francis Edwards
 Edgewood, MD
Hon. Scot & Vicki Faulkner
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Cynthia Gayton
 Arlington, VA

V. David Grayson
 New Windsor, MD
Deborah Hale
 Harpers Ferry, WV
Lester Jackson
 Ranson, WV
Michael Kalis
 Falls Church, VA

Bruce W. Kramer
 Baltimore, MD
Anne A. Long
 Boonsboro, MD
Richard Mancini
 Gettysburg, PA
Mark McDonough
 Ranson, WV
Jim Mulherin
 Upper Marlboro, MD
Thomas O’Neil
 Frederick, MD
Linda W. Parks
 Washington, DC
Deborah Ransom
 Lebanon, OH
George Rutherford
 Ranson, WV
Jurgen Vsych
 Lawrence, KS
Kathleen Winters
 Lorton, VA

Attention Members!
The Association sends out a monthly 
e-newsletter and occasional updates on 
special events happening in the Ferry. If 
you are not receiving this and would like 
to, please send us your email at info@
hfpawv.org, or call 304-535-6881. If you 
are receiving it, please open it—if it is 
not read after two or three months it 
will go to your spam folder. We don’t 
want anyone to miss out on the great 
things happening here!

 Michael Lynch is an Assistant 
Professor of Business Administration 
in Shepherd University’s College of 
Business. Mike received his B.S. in Man-
agement from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, his MBA from Babson College 
with a concentration in Accounting, and 
his ALM (master’s degree) in Finance 
from Harvard University’s Continuing 
Education School. In 2016, he received 
his doctorate (Ed.D.) in Higher Educa-
tion Administration from New England 
College. His dissertation was entitled 

“Financial Literacy Among College Un-
dergraduates Following the 2008-2009 
Recession.”
 Prior to teaching full-time, Mike 
had a 30-year career as an accountant in 
private industry working for companies 
in Vermont, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, and South Carolina. He also 
taught accounting and finance courses 
part time at the University of New 
Hampshire - Manchester for 10 years 
and Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity for 13 years.

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Twitter
@HFParkAssoc

Facebook
@HFPAssociation 

Instagram
@HFPAssociation

New HFPA Board Members, continued from page 6
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Published for the Members and Friends of the Harpers Ferry Park Association, the 
official Cooperating Association for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Harpers Ferry Park Association
Post Office Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

To view detailed descriptions of our membership categories or to 
join online, please visit www.harpersferryhistory.org

❏ I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Park Association (new member)
❏ I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):

❏ $25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family.

❏ $25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for educa-
tors.

❏ $55 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to 
the park.

❏ $100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category.

❏ $250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who 
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission.

❏ $500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and 
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education 
programs.

Please clip and mail with check or money order to:

 Harpers Ferry Park Association
 P.O. Box 197
 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

❏ I am not interested in receiving member bene-
fits, but I would like to make a contribution in 
the amount of ________ to aid the mission of the 
Harpers Ferry Park Association.

❏ I am a Charter Member and would like to make 
a donation of ________.

❏ Check if this is a new address for you.

______________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________
City State Zip

______________________________________________
Telephone

______________________________________________
E-mail Phone: (304) 535-6881

 Fax: (304) 535-6749
 Email: info@hfpawv.org

Support Harpers Ferry National Historical Park!

https://www.harpersferryhistory.org

