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Photo Workshop at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park May 27 – 28, 2017 
In cooperation with the Harpers Ferry Park Association 

 

This photography workshop will be a “hands on” and “feet on the ground” activity, with an emphasis on actual photography on 

location, with some limited classroom time. Our instructors, Ron Gaskins and Amanda Haddox, will acquaint participants with 

techniques and equipment appropriate to the different venues we will be visiting during the weekend. 

 

At the majestic confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers—where Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia meet—

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park encompasses 4,000 acres of parkland including battlefields, hiking trails, and a restored 

historic district. This quaint village was the site of compelling moments in our nation’s narrative, from George Washington’s 

establishment of a federal armory to John Brown’s 1859 raid against slavery. The town changed hands repeatedly during the 

Civil War, and saw significant movements in the struggle for equal rights for all Americans. During this weekend in the Park, 

Living History staff and volunteers will present “Defend and Protect, Arming the American Soldier.” In addition, there may be 

opportunities to capture photos of wildlife, such as redtail hawks, Canada geese, turtles, osprey and peregrine falcons. This 

should provide additional and exciting opportunities for photography that highlights the many aspects of Harpers Ferry NHP.   

 

Saturday, May 27:  We will meet at 9 am at the Allies for Freedom 

Room in the John Brown Museum and share introductions, as well as 

a short orientation on the workshop. We will visit several of the 

buildings located along Shenandoah Street in Lower Town. This will 

include many, (if not all) of the following over the course of the day: 

The Provost Marshal Office, Dry Goods Store, Industry Museum, 

Philip Frankel & Co., John Brown’s Fort, the Point, Appalachian Trail 

to C&O Canal Lock 33, Armory site, Harpers Ferry Train Station. 

 

Lunch: Box lunches provided in the Allies for Freedom Room. 

 

Afternoon stops: High Street, Stone Steps, Harper House, St. Peter’s 

Catholic Church, St. John’s Church ruins, Jefferson Rock, Virginius 

Island, flour mill ruins, trails, bridge, pulp mill ruins, train trestle. 

 

Return in evening for night photos (limited parking available at HF train station): trains, St. 

Peter’s Catholic Church, St. John’s Church ruins. 

 

Sunday, May 28: We will meet (TBD, but probably at the Visitor Center), and share our 

morning plan. Murphy-Chambers Farm, Schoolhouse Ridge South, Bolivar Heights, Storer 

College, Curtis Free Will Baptist Church, Lockwood House, Harper Cemetery. 

 

Lunch: Box lunches provided at the Clarion Hotel. Following lunch we will have classroom 

session to review techniques shared during workshop. Depending on progress of morning, we 

may continue field session. Workshop concludes. 

  

Workshop Fee: $250 Fee does not include travel, breakfast or dinner, lodging, or $10 entry pass 

into the National Park. (Entry pass is valid for 3 days.) Group rates are available at the Clarion 

Hotel in Harpers Ferry 304.535.6302. Reservations must be made by April 26 to receive the 

group rate. Use code Photographers Training when making your reservation. 

 

Register with the Harpers Ferry Park Association at harpersferryhistory.org or call 
304.535.6881.  
 
Note: Harpers Ferry consists of 19

th
 century streets and sidewalks, steep inclines, and 

some rugged trails. Proper footwear is recommended. Your confirmation email will 

include a list of recommended clothing and photography gear. 

 
Registration closes May 5, 2017. (Minimum of 10 and maximum of 20 
participants.)  Register today to reserve your spot! 
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