Harpers Ferry
A Journey
Through History

Instructions
Hike in groups of ten or less. Each group must have one adult leader who will be responsible for each group.
When possible, organizations should wear their official uniform on the trail. Dress at all times should be
appropriate for a tour of a National Park and should identify your organization. Unit leaders are requested to read
the following regulations to each group before the hike.
1. All hikers will be expected to abide by the rules of the trail and of the National Park Service. Conduct at
all times should be a credit to your organization.
2. Safety should be considered at all times. When walking stay off park roads. Groups should walk singlefile adjacent to park roads. All traffic and warning signals must be obeyed; there should be no horseplay
along the trails, in the Visitor Center or other park buildings.
3. All plants, animals, minerals, historic objects and structures are to be left undisturbed for others to enjoy.
4. The building of fires and use of any firearms or fireworks is strictly prohibited.
5. Respect must be shown for all public and private property. Do not write on, mark or deface any
monument, marker, plaque, cannon, or other feature of the Park or town cemetery. Climbing on cannons
or monuments is prohibited. Note: No awards to any members of a group will be made if a valid
complaint is received about the conduct of any member of that group.
6. All trash must be deposited in containers provided for this purpose. Help keep your Park clean by making
certain no litter is left along the trail.
7. Each hiker must conduct him or herself in an orderly manner; being quiet and courteous while within
the Park. Visitors from throughout the world visit the Park, and it is important for each hiker to set an
example by his or her conduct.

Note: The National Park Service from time to time repairs exhibits, installs new exhibits, or temporarily closes
building which this trail covers. If you encounter any of these difficulties, omit the question(s) and move to the
next location. Enjoy your hike!

Awards
The emblem patch or hiking staff medallion will be awarded to those who take the journey though history,
fully completing the Harpers Ferry Heritage Trail and the accompanying answer sheet correctly. The patch or
medallion is available for purchase at the Bookshop in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park or visit
www.harpersferryhistory.org.

*Photographs courtesy of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

This certifies that

_____________________________________________________
(Name of group)

has reviewed the above rules and agrees to abide by all
regulations and
to conduct themselves as a credit to their group.

_________________
Date

__________________________________
Signature

Introduction to Harpers Ferry Heritage Trail
By the time Europeans began settling in this area, various Native Americans already knew it.
The Algonquians, Delaware, Catawbas, Shawnee, and Tuscaroras likely fished these waters and
set up temporary camps along the banks.
In 1747, Robert Harper, a millwright and man for whom the town is named, settled here. By
1751, Harper had purchased 125 acres from Lord Fairfax and started his own operation running
a ferry across the rivers.
The United States Armory and Arsenal, established here in the late 1790’s, transformed
Harpers Ferry from a wilderness into an industrial center. Meriwether Lewis arrived in 1803 to
obtain weapons and supplies from the Harpers Ferry Armory for the Corps of Discovery. John
Hall developed interchangeable parts technology at his rifle factory in the 1820’s. Numerous
private industries were also established on Virginius Island.
The arrival of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in the
1830’s assured Harpers Ferry of the economic success it enjoyed well past mid-century.
Harpers Ferry had much to offer, especially to abolitionist John Brown. Brown planned to seize
the 100,000 guns from the arsenal, escape to the mountains and begin to free slaves throughout
the south. Brown’s raid in October 1859 failed, but his trial and execution focused the nation’s
attention on the issue of slavery.
The Civil War had a devastating impact on the town and its people. Throughout the war, Union
and Confederate forces clashed at Harpers Ferry. September 1862 saw the largest surrender of
Union troops during the Civil War when General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson surrounded and
captured 12,500 Union soldiers just prior to the Battle of Antietam. In 1864, Union General Philip
Sheridan used Harpers Ferry as his base of operations during his Shenandoah Valley campaign.
The African American experience is deeply rooted in the Harpers Ferry story. The 1860 census
reveals 150 slaves and 150 free blacks living in Harpers Ferry. Many more runaway slaves or
“contraband” sought refuge here during the Civil War. Storer College, primarily a black school,
opened in 1867 and continued a proud tradition of education until 1955. The 1906 conference
of the Niagara Movement, the cornerstone of the modern Civil Rights Era, organized by W.E.B.
DuBois, met on the Storer College campus and presented five demands toward reaching
equality.

Lower Town, Camp Hill, & Virginius Island

The Harpers Ferry Heritage Trail begins as you leave the bus and walk down the
sidewalk. Stand on the green and face the first building to your left. Your questions
begin here and you follow the map as you go. Answers may be found inside a
museum, outside a museum or on a wayside at the place of interest. The photos in
this book show Harpers Ferry as it looked at various times throughout its history.

1. John G. Wilson Building
Built in 1824-1834, this structure
once housed an inn operated by
Major James Stephenson. It has
been restored and now houses
the Park Bookshop.

How many dormers extend
from the roof on the front of this
historic building?
____________

2. Industry Museum
Power produced by the Potomac and
Shenandoah Rivers transformed Harpers
Ferry into an industrial town. Many
industries thrived such as mills and rifle
works.
What are the three major components
of the musket?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3. Provost Marshal
“Show your pass!” echoed through wartime Harpers Ferry as Union provost
guards patrolled the streets during the Civil War.
Who was the primary military police enforcer during the Civil War?
_____________________________________________________________

4. Dry Goods Store
In the 1850’s more than forty Harpers Ferry merchants served a population of
2,500 people.
In what way were most goods transported to Harpers Ferry?
______________________________________________

5. Information Center
Harpers Ferry preserves over 260
years of American history.

What are six major themes of the
Park?
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

(Note the different sections of the information
center or ask a park ranger for assistance.)

6. Philip Frankel & Company
The ready-made clothing industry was
revolutionary in that it provided clothing items
in a wide range of sizes at a reasonable cost
and it became more difficult to distinguish
social classes by outward appearances.

Customers referred to ready-made clothing
that was cheaply made and fit poorly
as _____________________________.

7. Reading an Old Building
Historic structures offer many challenges to
historians, architects, and archeologists. There
are questions related to original appearance,
changes over the years and how the building
should be treated.
List five different primary sources of information
that gave evidence about this building’s prior
use and occupants.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

8. Arsenal Square

Here can be seen the foundations of the two United States Arsenal buildings that
were burned when Federal troops evacuated the town at the beginning of the Civil
War in 1861.
When was the large Arsenal building built? _______________

9. John Brown’s Fort
This was the Armory fire-engine house used by John Brown for refuge during his
1859 raid.
How many times has the fire-engine house been moved? _____________

10. The Point
From here, the heart of the town is visible,
as well as the confluence of the rivers and
heights.

What three states meet at Harpers Ferry?
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

11. John Brown Museum
These restored buildings now house a new interactive exhibit relating to John
Brown and the turbulent times in which he lived.

a. On what date did John
Brown attack the U.S.
Armory at Harpers Ferry?
__________________

b. What was John Brown’s goal? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________

12. Meriwether Lewis at Harpers Ferry
Meriwether Lewis obtained weapons and supplies from the Harpers Ferry Armory
in 1803, prior to the Lewis & Clark Expedition. These weapons were instrumental
in the success of the journey.
What four skills would you need to be
“Supplied for Survival?”
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

13. Roeder’s Confectionery
Frederick Roeder operated a confectionery
in this building at the time of the Civil War.

a. What was Mr. Roeder’s native country?
________________________________
b. How did Mr. Roeder die?
________________________________

14. Defeat and Victory Exhibit
Harpers Ferry changed hands many times during the Civil War.

a. Did Union or Confederate troops
win the 1862 battle at Harpers
Ferry?
_________________________

b. Who commanded the Southern
attack?
_________________________
_________________________

15. Burton’s Jewelry Store

16. Storer College Exhibit

Alfred Burton and his sons repaired
and sold watches, clocks, jewelry
and spectacles in this building after
the Civil War.

After the Civil War, Storer College was
founded as one of the first integrated
institutions of higher learning in the
United States.

How was this building and many
others in Harpers Ferry heated
during the cold winters?
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

a. Who was the escaped slave,
abolitionist and famous African
American who served as one of
the Trustees of Storer College?
_____________________________
_____________________________

b. When did Storer College close
its doors?
_______________

17. Wetlands Museum
The canal provided _____________ ___________________ around
the rapids of the Shenandoah River as well as supplying water to
downstream ___________________________.

18. Black Voices Museum

The individual stories of African Americans
in Harpers Ferry are many and varied.
This museum presents some of these
stories.

a. Slaves were considered human property protected by the
United States _____________________________.

b. Issac Gilbert raised the considerable sum of ________________________ to
purchase his ___________________ and their three _____________________.

19. The Stone Steps
These steps were cut into natural rock in the
early 19th century.
(This question is to be answered before
climbing the steps. Please be careful when
climbing the steps because they are uneven
and sometimes slippery.)

Name four places the stone steps
can take you to.
______________________________

____________________________

______________________________

____________________________

20. Harper House
Built by Robert Harper between 1775 and 1782, this is the oldest surviving structure
in the Park. The furnished interior would reveal the crowded conditions of a typical
tenant house in a busy industrial town during the 1850s.

Who owned the home after
Robert Harper’s death?
___________________________
___________________________

21. St. Peter’s Catholic Church
Built in the 1830s and remodeled in
the 1890s, it is still in use today.

22. St. John’s Episcopal Church

This church stood in this location
serving the community of Harpers
Ferry until May 1895.

(The church is not part of Harpers
Ferry Park and may not be open.)

a. When was St. John’s church built?
___________________

b. How many churches served the
community? ____________

The flag of what nation was
flown over the church during
the Civil War?
____________________________

23. Jefferson Rock
Thomas Jefferson visited Harpers Ferry and from this point and he said he thought
the view “stupendous” and “worth a voyage across the Atlantic.”

a. In what year did Thomas Jefferson visit Harpers Ferry ? _________________
b. What color are the pillars placed under Jefferson Rock by the Armory
Superintendent? ____________________

24. Harper Cemetery

Robert Harper left this piece
of land, approximately four
acres in size, in his will.

Why did Robert Harper leave
such a large tract of land for a
cemetery?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

25. Lockwood House
This house was built in 1848 as an office and home for the Armory paymaster. In
1865 it became the first classroom building of the future Storer College, one of the
earliest integrated institutions of higher education in the United States.
a. What general was this house
named after?
______________________________

b. What were the primary writing
utensils students used during the
19th century?
_______________________________
(Go to the back porch for exhibits.)

26. Brackett House
Completed in1858, this structure served as a home for the Armory
Superintendent’s clerk. The house was later named for the Reverend
Nathan Brackett, a man instrumental in establishing Storer College.

How many chimneys did
the architect design in the
Brackett House?
_______

27. Morrell House
Constructed in 1858 for the Armory paymaster’s clerk, it was later used by
Storer College as one of its school buildings.

What is the principal building material used in the Morrell House? _____________

28. Curtis Freewill Baptist Church
This church served as the chapel for Sunday services and daily worship
for students of Storer College.
a. When was the church constructed? ___________________

b. Who is buried in the church
courtyard?
_________________________
_________________________

29. Mather Training Center
Part of this building, completed
in 1848, once housed the
Armory Superintendent. After
the Civil War, it became the main
building of Storer College. It is
now a training center for
National Park Service personnel.

On the entrance gates to Storer College
what three wars are mentioned?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

*Follow the trail, indicated on your map, through the woods
toward Virginius Island. At the end of the trail, carefully cross
the street and follow the path to the mill ruins.

USE CAUTION - THIS IS A STEEP TRAIL!

30. Pulp Factory Ruins
The Shenandoah Pulp Company, a busy pulp and paper mill, was constructed here
in the 1880s. These ruins recall the last remnants of major industry on Virginius
Island.

What destroyed the Savery Mill?
__________________________________________________________

*Continue along the path parallel to Shenandoah Street.

31. Island Access Bridge
Virginius Island was occupied by industry, including
a sawmill, machine shop, flourmill and cotton mill.
Growth of Virginius Island’s industrial community
required access to the mainland of Harpers Ferry.

For what famous West Virginia Senator is the
bridge now named?
_____________________________________

*Continue across the access bridge.

32. Jonathan Child House
Approximately 300 residents lived
on Virginius Island at one time or
another, 200 of whom worked at the
local mills.

Which flood ended human
occupation on the island?
____________________________

33. Island Mills
On this site a small mill was erected between 1820-1823. Fire destroyed this mill
along with its contents in 1839. It was also known as Herr’s Mill.

A

______________________________ mill stood here that could

produce $ _________________ worth of flour annually.

*DO NOT CROSS THE RAILROAD TRACKS!
Follow the path through the woods and to the left, you will go
under the tracks to find your next answer.

34. Headgates and Inner Basin
No longer visible, the inner basin has
been filled with mud and silt due to
floodwaters. The headgates were also
extensively damaged by the Flood of
1870 and then rebuilt.

What happened to the water stored in the inner basin?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

35. River Wall
Waterpower is a technology that played a major part in making Harpers Ferry an
industrial town.

This stone wall was built about 1848 as part of the hydraulic system for
_____________________________________ and other shops downstream.

36. Water Tunnels
The water tunnels on Virginius Island
were built as early as the 1840s.
Many ruins are still visible today.

These tunnels ____________________________ the water’s flow which
created more _____________________ for the factories.

37. Shenandoah River
A ferry once operated across this river and the Potomac River until 1824.

The Shenandoah River and its branches flow _________________ miles
through the Shenandoah Valley.

38. Cotton Mill

These are the ruins of a cotton mill
that was once a modern factory. Water
coming from upstream through tunnels
turned turbines under the building.
From these, rotating shafts extended
to upper floors where they turned belts
that powered machines.

What were three uses of this building?
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

four
lock, stock, barrel
Provost Marshal
canals and railroads
John Brown, Civil War,
African American history, natural
history, transportation, industry
6 . slops
7. deeds, maps, leases,
newspapers, photographs
8. 1799
9. four
10. West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland
11. a. October 16, 1859
b. to seize the guns and free
the slaves
12. leadership, carpentry,
blacksmith, hunter
13. a. Germany
b. shot by Union troops
14. a. Confederate
b. “Stonewall” Jackson
15. stove, wood & coal
16. a. Frederick Douglass
b. June 1955
17. safe passage, industries
18. a. Constitution
b. $1,400.00, wife, children
19. Lockwood House, Storer College,
Appalachian Trail, Jefferson Rock
20. Sarah Harper Wager

21. British Union Jack Flag of
England
22. a. 1852
b. five
23. a. 1783
b. red
24. because he was optimistic
about the community’s
potential growth
25. a. Henry H. Lockwood
b. chalk and slate board
26. three
27. brick
28. a.1894
b. Reverend A.H. Morrell
29. a. Spanish American, Civil War
and WW I
30. the flood of 1936
31. Senator Jennings Randolph
32. Flood of 1936
33. a. flour
b. $233,400.00
34. it was dispersed via raceways
and tunnels to the mills and
factories to make power
35. two cotton mills
36. increased, waterpower
37. 150
38. Cotton mill, Civil War hospital,
flour mill

The Harpers Ferry Heritage Trail
was established as a result of
an Eagle Scout project created
and implemented by Ryan
Campbell, Boy Scout Troop 242,
Shenandoah Area Council.
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