
IN THIS ISSUE:

Bookshop Staff 
Recommended 
Holiday Gifts

Help Celebrate the 
Association’s 40th 
Anniversary

New Board 
Members Elected

continued on page 2

Eighteen months before shots were 
fired at Fort Sumter, the citizens 

of Harpers Ferry were under attack. 
Their war began the night John 
Brown and his men slipped across 
the Potomac and took possession 
of the federal armory. His raid was 
thwarted by combative townspeople, 
local militia, and finally the United 
States Marines, but for the people of 
Harpers Ferry, John Brown initiated 
a six year struggle against the ravages 
of war.

 “Tuesday night, after the prison-
ers were taken to Charlestown jail, a 
false alarm came from Sandy Hook, 
Maryland, that thousands of Aboli-
tionists were coming down through 
Pleasant Valley, Washington Coun-
ty, Maryland, killing all the citizens. 
Our people gathered all their families and 
put them in the cellars. The church was 
full of them, mostly women and children. 
All night long the men of the town waited 
in terrible suspense, the women and chil-
dren crying and screaming. Only those 
who passed through this night of terror 
could give a correct account of it.”

The Aftermath
The “terrible suspense” described by Jen-
nie Chambers, a school girl in1859, did 
not dissipate with Brown locked away in 
the Charlestown jail. While the rest of the 
nation settled into a heated war of rheto-
ric, Harpers Ferry could not settle. Four 
citizens—including the mayor—had been 
killed during the raid. Other townspeople 
had spiraled into an angry mob that com-

mitted horrific acts of retaliation against the 
raiders, even those who carried white flags. 
The emotion of those dark hours lingered.
 Rumors of more abolitionist attacks 
swelled. The fact that John Brown, known 
to townspeople as Isaac Smith, had walked 
among them raised suspicions. Raider John 
Cook had lived among them for eighteen 
months and even married one of their own. 
Who could be trusted?
 Things were not business as usual at the 
federal armory. Many armory workers stayed 
at home to protect their families. Others 
showed up only to mill about the strewn 
tools and broken windowpanes. The men, 
especially those who had been held hostage 
by Brown, had been deeply shaken by the 
experience. They needed time to calm their 
anxiety.

Harpers Ferry shortly after 
John Brown’s Raid. (Historic 
Photo Collection, Harpers 
Ferry National Historical 
Park)
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The picture which appears       
on our newsletter’s nameplate, 
dating from 1803, is one of the 
oldest prints of Harpers Ferry. 
Twenty years earlier, in 1783, 
Thomas Jefferson had declared 
that this view was “worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic.”
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 Armory Superintendent Alfred M. Bar-
bour was not in town during the raid. When 
he received word of the attack he rushed 
back to the Ferry and found the armory 
in disarray. It would take him over 
a week to restore order and arms 
production.
 One infantry company 
remained behind to guard 
the town against further 
insurrection. First Ser-
geant McGrath drilled 
volunteer mechanics 
eager to protect their 
own. When the military 
company vacated the 
Ferry several weeks later, 
armed citizens formed night 
patrols to enforce curfews, 
question strangers and picket 
the town. Joseph Barry, a resident 
from the 1840s until his death in 
1905, recalled trampling over muddy 
streets that winter, on the watch “for prowl-
ing abolitionists.”
 By January of 1860 every able bodied 
man had joined the local guard. Four militia 
companies were formed. The first Saturday 
of every month found men in full uniform 
parading down Shenandoah Street.
 The women of Harpers Ferry did their 
part as well, organizing auctions and fund 
raisers to support the local militia. One of 
them was Mary Mauzy, the wife of armory 
worker George Mauzy. She wrote to her 
daughter Eugenia in England:

“…everyone, children and all seem to have 
a warlike feeling. I made little George a 
blue jacket with gilt buttons, on Saturday 
evening he wore it and the boys called him 
Captain of the Marines. His papa gave him 
a double barrel pistol and sometimes he will 
hold it and let little George shoot.”

A Precarious Situation
At the beginning of 1860 Harpers Ferry was 
a booming industrial town with roughly 
3,000 citizens. A pall of coal smoke clouded 
the picturesque mountains that visitors see 
today. Factory buildings lined the Potomac 
and Shenandoah rivers. Virginius Island 
boasted its own rifle factory that turned out 
3,000 percussion rifles a year. The island 
also had a four-story cotton factory, and 

cotton and flour mills. Hotels, saloons, and 
other businesses crowded the point where 
the two rivers met.

 The town thrived, but was wrought 
with tension. Citizens were loyal 

to the South, but many of the 
armory workers were skilled 

mechanics from the North. 
This growing divide tar-
nished many friendships.
 The increasing debate 
over secession soon 
overshadowed the fear 
of abolitionist raids. The 
livelihood of the town 
depended on the manu-

facturing of arms for the 
Federal government. What 

if Virginia seceded? Would 
Harpers Ferry soon be consid-

ered a highly desirable target for 
both North and South?

Readying for War
In January of 1860 the Virginia Assembly 
responded to Brown’s raid by passing a bill 
“For the better defence [sic] of the State.” 
The bill freed the commonwealth from 
dependence on northern controlled arms 
outlets by reactivating the old Virginia 
Manufactory of Arms in Richmond. The 
weapons made there were to be distributed 
among the state’s growing number of militia 
regiments.
 The vast manufacturing complex had 
been neglected for thirty-eight years and 
required major renovations and new and 
up-to-date machinery. It also needed ex-
perienced leadership. Armistead Ball, one 
of John Brown’s hostages, was offered the 
job of Master Armorer. Ball declined—he 
had just been promoted Master Armorer 
at Harpers Ferry. Salmon Adams of the 
Springfield Armory in Massachusetts filled 
the position.
 Another Harpers Ferry man was 
sought to engineer the Richmond Armory 
contract. In 1860 former acting Master 
Armorer James H. Burton lived in England 
with his wife Eugenia Mauzy Burton, and 
was employed as Chief Engineer of the 
Royal Small Arms Manufactory in Enfield, 
England. He returned to America and by 
November had accepted Virginia’s offer.
 One of Burton’s first tasks was to obtain 

James H. Burton
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Master Armorer  
Members (Cont’d)
Bruce Kramer
 Baltimore, MD
Anne A. Long
 Myersville, MD
Cynthia K. Mason
 Baltimore, MD
George Rutherford
 Ranson, WV
Maureen Weber
 Falling Waters, WV

mechanical drawings and specifications. Of-
ficials at the Springfield Armory were not as 
liberal in handing out material as they had 
been in the past. On December 4, Secretary 
of War John Floyd—a Virginian—issued 
a directive to both federal armories to al-
low access to engineering files and pattern 
rooms. Burton hurried to Harpers Ferry. 
Several weeks later he returned to Rich-
mond with a large portfolio of drawings.

Final Provocation
The Election of 1860 elevated the angst 
among the residents. Harpers Ferry had 
been a democratic stronghold since the 
1830s. The party was split between two 
candidates: Stephen A. Douglas, who ran 
on a platform of Popular Sovereignty; and 
John C. Breckinridge, protector of “south-
ern rights.”
 Also on the ballet was former Whig 
John C. Bell, candidate for the Constitu-

tional Union Party. Abraham Lincoln was 
not on the ballet in Virginia.
 The most influential local politician 
happened to be Armory Superintendent 
Barbour. Barbour was the local elector for 
the northerner Douglas. Barbour held great 
sway over his armory work force and their 
vote for president. There was no secret bal-
lot in 1860. When a vote was cast, it was 
announced out loud for all of your fellow 
workers—and your employer—to hear.
 John Bell won Jefferson County, but the 
vote in Harpers Ferry went to Douglas.
 After Abraham Lincoln’s national win, 
the door on compromise shut. War seemed 
inevitable. South Carolina seceded on De-
cember 20. Soon after, Joseph Barry likened 
Harpers Ferry’s position to being “between 
hawk and buzzard.” As 1861 neared, the 
people of the town were soon to realize the 
devastating truth of those words.

Drawing (clockwise from top 
left) of a Bullet Mold, three 
Minié bullets, a steel ramrod, 
and components for a firearm 
sight mounted on opposite 
ends of a gun barrel. (Burton 
Collection, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park)
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New Board Members Elected
On September 25, 2010 the Association 
held its annual membership meeting and 
picnic. After financial, association, and park 
activities were reported, an election was 
held for new board members.

Incumbents – three year terms:

•	Anne Long—Board member since 2004; 
longtime volunteer at Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park and South 
Mountain State Battlefield; member of 
the Harpers Ferry and Hagerstown Civil 
War Round Tables; actively engaged in 
research and widely traveled.

•	Suzanne Silvia—Board member since 
1998; social worker for the state of Mas-
sachusetts; member of the Cape Cod 
Civil War Roundtable; enjoys visiting and 
studying Civil War sites and photography.

•	Wayne Welty—Board member since 2001 
serving as Treasurer; long-time member of 
the local banking community; President 
of the Harpers Ferry Alumni Association; 
active fundraiser.

New Board Members filling various lapsed 
terms:

•	Kirk Davis—One year term, eligible for 
re-election to three-year term next year. 
In charge of Capital Planning for Jefferson 
County; owns a business in Gettysburg, 
PA; worked as contractor supervising 
restoration of block of NPS buildings on 
Shenandoah St.; active in the re-enact-
ment community; coordinated logistics 
at the Jefferson County Courthouse for 
Brian McGinty lecture; a volunteer for 
the John Brown Raid activities.

•	Carol Gallant—One year term, eligible 
for re-election to three-year term next 
year. Local resident and HFHA charter 
member; instrumental in preserving the 
historic Jefferson County jail; active in 
Old Opera House and community theater 
including The Anvil; author, playwright. 
She worked for many years as a legislative 

aide, staff writer/editor, and press secretary 
for five different Members of Congress—
writing speeches, testimony, press releases 
and legislative summaries. As a free-
lancer, she has written for newspapers and 
local magazines, and as a contract writer 
for various organizations and publications. 
Her focus now is on creative writing—
short stories, plays and essays.

•	David Gilbert—One year term, eligible 
for re-election to three-year term next 
year. Longtime HFHA charter member; 
served as board member and President 
of the Board. Association employee 
managing membership and publications. 
Website manager for Harpers Ferry Cen-
ter, currently employed in Information 
Technology at FEMA. Dave volunteers 
for the association; created the association 
website with recently added Virtual Tour 
feature; designs and edits HFHA newslet-
ter The View; authored A Walker’s Guide 
to Harpers Ferry and Waterpower: Mills, 
Factories, Machines and Floods at Harpers 
Ferry, WV 1762-1991 published by the 
association; has created many publica-
tions programs and logos for park special 
events.

•	George Rutherford—Two-year term, 
eligible for re-election to three-year term 
in 2012. Retired NPS employee; HFHA 
Master Armorer member; chairperson 
for the Niagara Centennial committee; 
co-chair for the John Brown Symposium; 
chair for the Jefferson County John 
Brown activity committee; President 
of the Jefferson County Branch of the 
NAACP for 36 years; active member of 
the Jefferson County Black History Pres-
ervation Society.

A motion passed to elect all of the new 
candidates and re-elect all incumbents. 
Congratulations and thank you to all of 
our board members for your time and dedi-
cation to the success of the Association. 
And thank you to all of the members who 
attended the meeting, brought a dish, and 
joined us for a wonderful picnic.
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continued on page 7

Bookshop Staff Recommended Holiday Gifts
Need an idea for someone on your shopping 
list? Take advantage of your membership 
discount with these unique and affordable 
gift ideas from our expert park bookshop 
staff:

The Practical Naturalist (DK Publish-
ing, 2010). Produced in association with 
the National Audubon Society, this is an 
indispensable guide for anyone fascinated by 
the natural world, from budding biologists 
to seasoned wildlife lovers. $19.95 member 
price $16.96

Winchester Divided: The 
Civil War Diaries of Julia 
Chase & Laura Lee, ed-
ited by Michael G. Mahon 
(Stackpole Books, 2002). 
The story of the besieged 
town, through the words 
of two women of opposite 
viewpoints whose lives were 
both forever altered by the 
Civil War. $9.95 member 
price $8.46

The Civil War Experience 
1861-1865 by Jay Wertz 
(Sevenoaks, 2008). Relive this defining time 
in history though some 200 illustrations, 
including specially commissioned maps and 
thirty facsimile items, many removable, of 
rare memorabilia. $19.95 member price 
$16.96

Pashmina Shawl. A must have for Victo-
rian women (as coats were impractical to 
cover wide hoop skirts) these shawls were in 
fashion for nearly 100 years. Choose from a 
variety of beautiful paisley designs and rich 
colors, 100% viscose (the soft feel of cash-
mere), 72in x 27in. $19.95 member price 
$16.96

In My Father’s House by Ann Rinaldi 
(Scholastic Paperbacks, 1994). This young 
adult novel dramatizes the McLean family 
whose homes hosted Confederate generals 
during the Battle of Bull Run and 
Lee and Grant at the Appomat-
tox surrender. $5.99 member price 
$5.09

Hometown Recipes from Historic 
Shepherdstown (Morris Press Cook-
books, 2005). Collected by the wom-
en of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
these recipes come from parishioners, 
local farmers, and the executive 
chefs of the town’s popular restau-
rants. Includes appetizers, desserts, 
and everything in between. $22.95 
member price $19.51

Sweet Memories of Christ-
mas Cookbook by Patricia B. 
Mitchell (Patricia B. Mitch-
ell, 6th printing, 2007). This 
collection of recipes includes 
regional food patterns and 
customs, and culinary holiday 
traditions. Find recipes for 
coconut cake, molasses taffy, 
and “Visions of Sugar Plums” 
Nut Roll. $4.50 member 
price $3.83

Victorian Christmas Cel-
ebration Cookbook by Patri-
cia B. Mitchell (Patricia B. 

Mitchell, 12th printing, 2007). Recreate the 
romantic charm of a Victorian Christmas 
with such dishes as Oyster Pâtés, Venison 
with Wine, and “La Reine des Poudings” 
(The Queen of all Puddings). $4.50 member 
price $3.83

Call 304.535.6881, email 
hfha@earthlink.net, or 
stop by the Park Bookshop 
for these and hundreds of 
other selections. 
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Association Launches the Harpers Ferry Explorer
In August 2010, the Harpers Ferry Histori-
cal Association launched the Harpers Ferry 
Explorer, a Flash program that explores the 
history and beauty of Harpers Ferry through 
an interactive gallery of historical and con-
temporary photographs.

The Explorer features a short introduction 
followed by an aerial view of Harpers Ferry, 

West Virginia and the confluence of the 
Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. 

You may choose to explore nine different 
location-specific photo galleries, or four 
galleries that focus on Thomas Jefferson, 
Meriwether Lewis, John Brown, and W.E.B. 
DuBois. These four individuals represent 
key themes in the Harpers Ferry story:

•	Thomas	Jefferson	celebrated	the	natural	
beauty of Harpers Ferry in his Notes on the 
State of Virginia. 

•	Meriwether	Lewis	tapped	the	Harpers	
Ferry Armory for weapons and supplies, 
highlighting the important role the ar-
mory played in the evolution of American 
industry and military technology. 

•	John	Brown’s	1859	raid	on	the	Harpers	
Ferry Armory was a lightening rod for a 
divided nation, and hastened the advent 
of the Civil War. 

•	W.E.B	DuBois	rallied	African-Americans	
against Jim Crow laws and legal segrega-
tion when he convened the Second Niag-
ara Conference at Harpers Ferry in 1906.

Visit the Harpers Ferry Explorer online at 
www.harpersferryhistory.org/hfexplorer.

The program requires Flash Player 10.0 or 
later.

Visit the Harpers Ferry 
Explorer at online at 
www.harpersferryhistory.
org/hfexplorer.

http://www.harpersferryhistory.org/hfexplorer/index.htm
http://www.harpersferryhistory.org/hfexplorer/index.htm
http://www.harpersferryhistory.org/hfexplorer/index.htm
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❏ I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Historical Association (new member)
❏ I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):
❏ $25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family household. 

Benefits include a newsletter subscription, a 15% discount on all 
bookshop purchases, a vinyl decal, and invitations to annual meeting 
and events.

❏ $25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for edu-
cators. Benefits include the above plus open house for teachers and 
discounts on programs for teachers.

❏ $45 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to 
the park. Benefits are the same as Armory Worker category plus a 
12-month Harpers Ferry Park entrance pass.

❏ $100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category. In-
cludes all benefits of the Millwright category plus a “John Brown’s 
Fort” ornament, member recognition in our newsletter and at our 
annual meeting, and a special tour.

❏ $250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who 
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission. Benefits include 
15% discount on all bookshop purchases; a newsletter subscription; 
vinyl decal; invitations to annual meetings, events, and association-
sponsored education programs; a 12-month park pass; “John Brown’s 
Fort” ornament; recognition in newsletter and at annual meeting; 
special tour; and additional membership card.

❏ $500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and 
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education 
programs. Benefits include 15% discount on all bookshop purchases, 
a newsletter subscription, vinyl decals, invitations to annual meet-
ing, events, and education programs, “John Brown’s Fort” ornament, 
recognition in the newsletter and at annual meeting, special tour, an 
Amercia the Beautiful pass (for use in all parks) for individuals, and 
a display plaque for businesses.

Harpers Ferry Historical Association Membership Application

❏ I am not interested in receiving member ben-
efits, but I would like to make a contribution 
in the amount of ________ to aid the mission 
of the Harpers Ferry Historical Association.

❏ I am a Charter Member and would like to 
make a donation of ________.

❏ Check if this is a new address for you

_____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________
City State Zip

_____________________________________________
Telephone

_____________________________________________
E-mail

Please clip and mail to: 
 Harpers Ferry Historical Association
 P.O. Box 197
 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
 
 Toll-free: 1-800-821-5206
 Phone: (304) 535-6881
 Fax: (304) 535-6749
 Email: hfha@earthlink.net

Restoring American Gardens: An Ency-
clopedia of Heirloom Ornamental Plants 
1640-1940 by Denise Wiles Adams (Tim-
ber Press, 2004). A remarkable book of 
history and horticulture that documents 300 
years of the changing plant palette of Amer-
ican gardens. $19.95 member price $16.96

Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 
1830-1930 by Jane Perkins Claney (Uni-
versity Press of New England, 2004). Fasci-
nating history of the brown-glazed ceramic’s 
social and cultural role that is now of vast 
interest to collectors, curators, historians, 
and archaeologists. $12.95 member price 
$11.01

Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led her 
People to Freedom by Carole Boston 
Weatherford, illustrated by Kadir Nel-
son (Hyperion Books for Children, 
2006). An award-winning, unique and 
moving portrait of one of the most 
inspiring figures of the Underground 
Railroad. The lyrical narrative and 
emotionally charged paintings embody 
strength, healing, and hope. $9.99 
member price $8.49

Call 304.535.6881, email hfha@earth-
link.net, or stop by the Park Bookshop 
for these and hundreds of other selec-
tions. Remember that all bookshop 
proceeds benefit Harpers Ferry NHP. 
We greatly appreciate your support!

Recommended Holiday Gifts
Continued from Page 5



Thirty Years Strong!

The Harpers Ferry Historical As-
sociation wishes to recognize Debbie 
Piscitelli for her 30 years of humble 
service and dedication as Executive Di-
rector. Through her tireless efforts, the 
park has had countless successful events 
and the Park Bookshop has become rec-
ognized as one of the finest bookshops 
in the National Park Service. On behalf 
of all of the Harpers Ferry Historical 
Association Board of Directors, staff, 
and members, we extend our sincere 
appreciation.

Save These Dates!
There are two important weekends to mark 
on your 2011 calendars. First, on April 16 
and 17, Harpers Ferry National Historic 
Park begins commemorating the Civil War 
Sesquicentennial with a special event: “War 
Comes to Harpers Ferry: The Burning of 
the Federal Arsenal.” This two-day event 
will focus on the April 1861 secession of 
Virginia from the Union and the subsequent 
burning of the Federal Arsenal at Harpers 
Ferry. Activities will include living history, 
ranger conducted programs and family/
youth activities.
 Also please plan on visiting Harpers 
Ferry the weekend of June 4-5 to help cel-

ebrate the Association’s 40th An-
niversary. In addition to our annual 
meeting, special member events are 
being planned to include an evening 
reception, catered picnic, exclusive 
tours, silent auction, and a special 
dinner for Paymaster and Armory 
Superintendent Members. We hope 
you will join us for this very special 
occasion.

April 16-17
War Comes to Harpers Ferry: 
The Burning of the Federal 
Arsenal

June 4-5
Celebrate the Association’s 
40th Anniversary

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Harpers Ferry, WV

25425
Permit No. 12

Harpers Ferry Historical Association
Post Office Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
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The Harpers Ferry Historical 
Association operates the Na-
tional Park Bookshop in Lower 
Town Harpers Ferry. Profits 
from sales are returned to the 
park to support inter pretive and 
educational programs to enhance 
your visit.
 You are invited to join this 
unique organization and be a 
part of Harpers Ferry’s special 
family. For more information 
call (304) 535-6881, send 
e-mail to hfha@earthlink.net, 
or visit our website at www.
harpersferryhistory.org.
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