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“The admission of the new State turns that much slave soil to free; and thus, is a cer-
tain, and irrevocable encroachment upon the cause of the rebellion. . . . It is said the 
admission of West Virginia is secession, and tolerated only because it is our secession. 
Well, if we can call it by that name, there is still difference enough between secession 
against the Constitution, and secession in favor of the Constitution.”

–Abraham Lincoln

On June 22, 2013, Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park will host the commemora-
tive event, “The Birth of a State: 150th 
Anniversary of West Virginia.” This one 
day event will focus on the establishment 
of West Virginia as the 35th state in the 
Union. Activities will include a 19th cen-
tury baseball game, living history activities 
and special ranger-conducted programs.
 Men from the western mountains of 

Virginia fought on both sides during the 
Civil War, although the majority of the peo-
ple from that region remained true to the 
Union. Jefferson County, however, home 
to Harpers Ferry, spurned the Union and 
embraced the Confederacy. Nonetheless, by 
1863, the presence of Union troops and the 
interests of the B&O Railroad influenced 
the town’s vote in favor of joining the new 
state of West Virginia.

Scheduled Events
11 - 11:30 a.m. Electing to Leave: Steps to Statehood
 Learn how and why West Virginia was born during this Ranger talk.
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Voting for Statehood
 Cast your vote and decide if West Virginia becomes the 35th State of the 

Union! 
12 - 12:30 p.m. The Birth of a State
 Join a Park Ranger to explore how West Virginia was born.
1 - 2:30 p.m. Play Ball!
 Enjoy America’s favorite past time during this 19th century baseball 

game.
3 - 3:45 p.m. The Guns of Harpers Ferry
 Discover how 1863 Harpers Ferry survived under martial law, and see 

original Harpers Ferry firearms during this Ranger guided program.
4 p.m. Election Results
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The picture which appears       
on our newsletter’s nameplate, 
dating from 1803, is one of the 
oldest prints of Harpers Ferry. 
Twenty years earlier, in 1783, 
Thomas Jefferson had declared 
that this view was “worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic.”
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“First Alert: Harpers Ferry, the 
Gettysburg Campaign”

Sunday June 23, 2013

“The signal officer just reports that the atmosphere is clear, and that he can see a 
line of troops 10 or 12 miles long...It looks as if Lee’s movement is towards Hager-
stown and Pennsylvania.”

–Brigadier General Daniel Tyler, June 23, 1863, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Scheduled Events
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Maryland Heights and the First Alert
 Discover Harpers Ferry’s role in the Gettysburg Campaign during this 

2 ½ mile Ranger-conducted hike to Maryland Heights.
11 - 11:30 a.m. Electing to Leave: Steps to Statehood
 Learn how and why West Virginia was born just a few days before the 

First Alert was sounded during this Ranger talk.
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Voting for Statehood
 Cast your vote and decide if West Virginia becomes the 35th State of 

the Union…again! 
11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. First Alert
 Join a Park Ranger to discover Harpers Ferry’s role in the Gettysburg 

Campaign.
1 - 2:30 p.m. Author Talk & Book Signing
 Meet Tom Huntington, the author of, Searching for George Gordon 

Meade: The Forgotten Victor of Gettysburg. (See page 3 for more infor-
mation)

3 - 3:45 p.m. The Guns of Harpers Ferry
 Discover how Harpers Ferry survived under martial law, and see origi-

nal Harpers Ferry firearms during this Ranger-guided program.
3:30 - 4 p.m.  First Alert
 Join a Park Ranger to discover Harpers Ferry’s role in the Gettysburg 

Campaign.
4 p.m. Election Results

On June 23, 2013, Harpers Fer-
ry National Historical Park will 
host a 150th anniversary Civil 
War commemorative event, 
“First Alert: Harpers Ferry and 
the Gettysburg Campaign.” 
This one-day event will focus 
on the role of Harpers Ferry in 
relation to the Battle of Get-
tysburg. Activities will include 
a speaker and book signing, liv-
ing history and special ranger-
conducted programs.
 Harpers Ferry commanders 
had the strategic advantage of 
an excellent vantage point on 
Maryland Heights. From this high ground 
in June 1863, Union General Daniel Tyler 

provided the first alert of the 
Confederate invasion that re-
sulted in the Battle of Gettys-
burg. While the Union Army 
of the Potomac under Gen-
eral Joseph Hooker had been 
perplexed at the whereabouts 
of the Confederate Army of 
Northern Virginia, Tyler was 
able to sound the alarm and 
pinpoint the invading forces 
of Robert E. Lee.

For additional information 
on these two events please 
call 304-535-6029 or visit 

www.nps.gov/hafe. Schedules are subject to 
change.

Brigadier General 
Daniel Tyler
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Author Tom Huntington to Speak at 
Harpers Ferry’s Gettysburg Event

“Tom Huntington’s gripping personal ‘search’ for George Gordon Meade is unique  
and irresistible. . . . Brings us closer than ever to the old general and his strange 
reputation.”

–Harold Holzer, Author and Chairman of Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation

While researching Search-
ing for George Gordon 
Meade: The Forgotten Vic-
tor of Gettysburg, author 
Tom Huntington visited a 
severed leg, a buried arm, 
and a horse’s head. He also 
hiked across Civil War 
battlefields, recited the 
names of fallen soldiers 
at a candlelit ceremony 
at Gettysburg, and drank 
a champagne toast in a 
Philadelphia cemetery on 
New Year’s Eve. It was all 
part of his quest to learn 
more about the man who 
commanded the victori-
ous Union army at the Civil War’s Battle 
of Gettysburg, yet has been unfairly over-
looked by history in the years since.
 Although in command of the Army of 
the Potomac for a mere three days before 
the battle, Major General George Gordon 
Meade managed to defeat Robert E. Lee 
and the Army of Northern Virginia during 
three days of vicious fighting. The cantan-
kerous general remained in command of 
the army for the rest of the war even as he 
watched his reputation decline. “I suppose 
after awhile it will be discovered I was not 
at Gettysburg at all,” he griped in a letter to 
his wife.

 Searching for George 
Gordon Meade is not 
your typical Civil War 
biography. While Hun-
tington does tell the story 
of Meade’s life, he also 
provides first-person ac-
counts of his visits to the 
battlefields where Meade 
fought and museums that 
cover the Civil War. He 
includes his conversations 
with experts, enthusiasts, 
curators, park rangers and 
even a Meade impersonator 
to get their insights. The 
result is a compelling mash-
up of history, biography, 

travel and journalism that touches both past 
and present.
 Huntington is the author of Ben Frank-
lin’s Philadelphia: A Guide (Stackpole Books, 
2005) and Pennsylvania Civil War Trails: The 
Guide to Battle Sites, Monuments, Museums 
and Towns (Stackpole Books, 2007), and 
former editor of American History and His-
toric Traveler magazines. His articles have 
appeared in Civil War Times, American Heri-
tage, and Smithsonian. He will be speaking 
and signing copies of Searching for George 
Gordon Meade: The Forgotten Victor of Get-
tysburg, at Harpers Ferry on June 23, 2013, 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Cathy Baldau accepts APPL 
media award. (Photo courtesy 
Larry Novak, 2013)
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HFHA Awarded APPL 2013 Media Award
On March 13, 2013, the Association of 
Partners for Public Lands (APPL) named 
Harpers Ferry Historical Association as the 
winner of the 2013 Media and Partnership 
Award for Books for Harpers Ferry Under 
Fire: A Border Town in the American Civil 
War (HFHA, 2012), written by Dennis 
Frye.
 Cathy Baldau accepted the honor at 

the APPL Convention and Trade Show in 
Portland, Oregon. The category included 
publications from nationwide organizations 
with $1 million and under in annual reve-
nue. Honorable Mention was given to Black 
Hills Parks and Forests Association for their 
submission Alvin McDonald’s Diary.
 We are thrilled that our labor of love is 
now an award-winning book!
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Donations to the David L. 
Larsen Memorial Fund 
can be sent to:
Harpers Ferry Historical 
Association
P.O. Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
Attn: David L. Larsen 
Memorial Fund

“Pedal Through the Past”
David L. Larsen Memorial Fund Event

HFHA is pleased to announce the Sep-
tember 21, 2013 event “Pedal Through the 
Past,” an interpretive bicycle ride through 
two states, three national parks and two 
centuries of history to benefit the David 
L. Larsen Memorial Fund, Public History 
Internship Program at Harpers Ferry Park.
 The ride begins in Harpers Ferry NHP 
and takes participants along the C&O 
Canal and through Antietam National 
Battlefield. Following a map, route markers 
and trip sheet with QR codes, cyclists with 
smartphones can link to a series of informa-
tive videos at 10 stops along the route.
 To set the tone for the journey, riders 
will first encounter “John Brown’s Fort,” a 
controversial icon forever linked to Brown 
and his daring 1859 raid to end slavery. The 
same United States that captured Brown 
and his supporters later assumed the role of 
Brown’s liberating army which never ma-
terialized at Harpers Ferry. With Lincoln’s 
election in 1860 and the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1863, Brown’s dream of an 
army marching to free four million enslaved 
Americans became a reality.
 Traveling 18 miles north, riders will 
learn about Jefferson County’s pre-Civil 
War free and enslaved African Americans. 

During this early 1800s industrial 
period, water-powered canals, river 
boat transportation and cement 
milling were all achieved through 
enslaved labor.
 Returning southward along 
the Potomac River, riders will be 
offered stories of the 1862 Battles 
of Antietam and Shepherdstown, 
exploring how African Americans 
endured and survived a changing 
tide of war along an international 
border between two warring coun-
tries. The post-war period will 
feature Jim Crow stories from the 
early 20th century—a time histori-
ans consider the nadir of the Civil 
Rights era—and African Ameri-
can education at Storer College.
 Masters Degree Memorial 
Fund Intern, Laura Horner of 
Texas Tech, is designing, editing 

and producing the ride’s smartphone inter-
pretation videos. David Larsen was always 
seeking new and innovative ways to save 
historic park resources. Laura has had access 
to some of David’s best African American 
history writings to guide her project. She 
recently wrote about his influence:

Larsen’s innovative mission has been 
a constant reminder in the back of my 
mind as I have worked on compiling his 
stories, met his friends, family, and col-
leagues and worked on editing over 10 
short digital video clips. A cornerstone 
of this ride and these clips is observing 
the past through multiple perspectives. 
My part in this ride is simple, I’m shar-
ing history with you; history that I hope 
Larsen has or would have wanted you to 
know through people that knew him.
 While filming with Richard Gil-
lespie for his video on the ride, he asked 
me what it was like getting to know Da-
vid Larsen. I didn’t have an answer for 
him right then and there but I do now. 
This experience has not been just an 
internship I am completing for my mas-
ter’s program; this is an experience that is 
changing my life. Being able to witness 

continued on page 5
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one man’s influence over so many will 
define the beginning of my career. A 
man on a mission to define and redefine 
what the field of interpretation is and 
does—how to be relevant by forging 
relevance through public engagement: 
how to partner with others to care for 
and care about resources because we 
are the voice of these resources and [in 
David’s words]: “If we can’t allow, if we 
can’t invite, if we can’t partner with the 
public to ‘care about’ enough to care for 
the parks then I think we’re doomed to 
absolute failure.”
 What I hope you will gain out of 
this experience is the knowledge of the 

resources that I am sharing with you 
in an effort to care for and care about 
something that means so much to so 
many. As I am sitting in his old office, 
in his park, with his colleagues nearby 
writing this, I can’t help but wonder 
how far his realm of influence will 
stretch.

To register for “Pedal Through The Past,” 
visit the Park Bookshop in person, call 304-
535-6881, or visit us online here at www.
harpersferryhistory.org. The David L. Larsen 
Memorial Fund is administered by the Harp-
ers Ferry Historical Association.

Twelfth Annual Don Redman Heritage 
Awards and Concert

On Saturday, June 29, 2013, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park will host the 
Twelfth Annual Don Redman Heritage 
Awards & Concert at the Clarion Hotel & 
Conference Center Ballroom in Shepherd-
stown, West Virginia. This year’s event fea-
tures master jazz trombonist Buster Cooper 
and legendary double bassist Eddie Gomez. 
The two men will be joined by the Howard 
Burns Quartet.
 An extroverted trombone stylist best-
known for his association with Duke El-
lington, Buster Cooper’s witty style is always 
a joy to hear. Early in his career, Buster 
played with Nat Towles’ territory band in 
Texas and with Lionel Hampton in 1953. 
He was in the Apollo Theater’s house band 
for two years, played with Benny Goodman, 
and formed the Cooper Brothers Band with 
his brother Steve on bass. The trombonist 
had plenty of solo space with Duke Elling-
ton’s Orchestra from 1962–69, spent time 
in Florida, and moved to Los Angeles in 
1973, where for the next couple of decades 
he played with many local jazz orchestras, 
including the Juggernaut and Bill Berry’s 
L.A. Band. Showing no signs of slowing 
down, Buster Cooper continues to entertain 
audiences with spirited performances that 
are always thoroughly swinging.
 Legendary bassist Eddie Gomez has 
been on the cutting edge of music for over 

four decades. The two-time Latin Grammy 
award-winner’s impressive resume includes 
performances with jazz giants Miles Davis, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Bill Evans, Gerry Mulligan 
and Benny Goodman. Eddie’s unique sound 
and style can be heard on hundreds of re-
cordings spanning the worlds of jazz, clas-
sical, Latin jazz, rhythm and blues, popular 
& contemporary music. Eddie is currently 
Artistic Director at the Conservatory of 
Music Puerto Rico where he has been pro-
fessor and artist-in-residence since 2005. A 
sought after educator, he gives master classes 
at many of the major universities and con-
servatories throughout the United States, 
Europe, Japan and South America. Eddie 
Gomez continues to enjoy an active career 
as a performer, recording artist, composer, 
educator and featured guest artist on many 
high profile projects.
 These jazz greats will receive the Don 
Redman Heritage Award during Saturday’s 
concert. Previous recipients of this award 
include the following jazz legends: Benny 
Powell, Joe Wilder, Sonny Cohn, Snooky 
Young, Clark Terry, Cleve Eaton, Frank 
Wess, Vince Prudente, Hank Jones, Jimmy 
Heath, Curtis Fuller, John Handy, Jimmy 
Cobb, Jymie Merrit, Phil Woods, Harold 
Mabern, Charli Persip, Mickey Roker, Larry 
Willis, Larry Ridley, Lou Donaldson and 
Ben Tucker.

Pedal Through the Past, continued from Page 4

Buster Cooper (top) and Eddie 
Gomez.

This free awards ceremo-
ny and concert will begin 
at 6 p.m. at the Clarion 
Hotel & Conference Cen-
ter Ballroom, 233 Lowe 
Drive, Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. For addi-
tional information contact 
the Park Information 
Center at 304-535-6029.

http://harpersferryhistory.pinnaclecart.com/living-history-workshops/pedal-through-the-past-bike-ride-september-21-2013/
http://harpersferryhistory.pinnaclecart.com/living-history-workshops/pedal-through-the-past-bike-ride-september-21-2013/
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The Harpers Ferry 
Historical Association is 
now on Facebook! Search 
Facebook for “Harpers 
Ferry Historical Associa-
tion”. “Like” our page 
to receive notifications 
of upcoming park special 
events, bookshop news, 
and related park informa-
tion.

2013 Schedule of Events
June 29, 30 — Under Fire: The Battle of 
Bolivar Heights, 1862
Time: Demonstrations at 12pm, 1pm, & 
2pm. Location: Bolivar Heights Battlefield. 
Description: Join the members of the park’s 
artillery crew as they demonstrate the might 
and intimidation of field artillery.

July 6, 7 — A Fine State of Things: West 
Virginia Enters the Union
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town. 
Description: Visitors are invited to step into 
the role of voting Virginians in 1863 to 
experience a vote for the new State of West 
Virginia born out of the Rebellion. United 
States Troops guard the polls, issue the oath 
of allegiance, while Virginia State commis-
sions run the polls. What will they ask you? 
Are you prepared to answer?!

July 13, 14 — Under Fire: The Battle of 
Bolivar Heights, 1862
Time: Demonstrations at 12pm, 1pm, & 
2pm. Location: Bolivar Heights Battlefield. 
Description: Join the members of the park’s 
artillery crew as they demonstrate the might 
and intimidation of field artillery.

July 20, 21 — I Will Follow Them To the 
Death: Sheridan’s Soldiers, 1864
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town. 
Description: This program presents Harpers 
Ferry as the staging area for Union General 
Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Campaign 
during the summer of 1864. Members of the 
reactivated living history group 13th New 
Jersey will demonstrate Union army garrison 
duties such as guard mount parade, search-
ing and arresting spies, deserters, and trai-
tors, processing prisoners of war, searching 
citizens, and maintaining military security. 
Costumed volunteers and staff will interpret 
civilian life under harsh military rule.

July 27, 28 — “Medical Weekend: Giving 
Aid and Comfort”
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town. 
Description: Living history volunteers of the 
3rd US and 142nd Pennsylvania Infantry 
will portray the medical and relief efforts 
that provided aid and comfort to the thou-
sands of soldiers fighting during the Ameri-
can Civil War. The outpouring of funds and 

care was so vast that the relief effort was 
described as “an artery of the people’s love 
to the people’s army.” This program will 
offer a military diet kitchen demonstration 
tell the story of both the national and local, 
civilian and military efforts to sustain the 
Union Army. Visitors are welcome to join 
ranger guided walking tours and military 
drill and firing demonstrations.

August 3, 4 — Under Fire: The Battle of 
Bolivar Heights, 1862
Time: Demonstrations at 1pm, 2pm, & 
3pm. Location: Bolivar Heights Battlefield. 
Description: Join the members of the park’s 
artillery crew as they demonstrate the might 
and intimidation of field artillery.

August 17, 18 — “Bringing In the 
Harvest”
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town 
at Roeder’s Confectionery Kitchen. Descrip-
tion: Join 19th Century Historic Foodways 
Expert Carol Anderson for this in depth 
look at how summer time harvest foods were 
preserved for winter consumption. Demon-
strations include, pickling, drying, potting, 
and canning.

October 12, 13 — “Reacting to the Raid: 
The US Marines”
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town. 
Description: Features a living history dem-
onstration how 1859 Abolitionist Brown 
was captured by US troops

October 19, 20 — Drink Your Apples: 
Roeder’s Tavern Cider Making, 1860
Time: 11am to 4pm. Location: Lower Town, 
Roeder’s Confectionary and Roeder’s White 
Hall Tavern. Description: Join living history 
rangers and Foodways expert Carol Ander-
son for Cider-making demonstrations and 
fall food preservation.

October 26, 27 — Under Fire: The Battle 
of Bolivar Heights, 1862
Time: Demonstrations at 12pm, 1pm, & 
2pm. Location: Bolivar Heights Battlefield. 
Description: Join the members of the Bal-
timore Light Artillery crew as they demon-
strate the might and intimidation of field 
artillery.
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ington, D.C. as Chief of Maintenance, 
National Capitol Parks. Jim still lives in 
Virginia where he has his own construction 
company.
 Jim became a volunteer staff member 
and later tour guide at Harpers Ferry NHP 
during the 2009 John Brown Raid Sesqui-
centennial. Jim’s website, HarpersFerryAr-
moryGuns.com, highlights his vast collec-
tion of original guns made at the United 
States Armory and Arsenal at Harpers Ferry.

December 7, 8 — Capt. Flagg’s US Quar-
termaster City: Prospects of Peace Lower 
Town
Time: 11am to 5pm. Location: Lower Town. 
Description: Join over 175 living history 
volunteers as they help present park visitors 
with a unique window into the magnitude 
and scope of Captain Flagg’ s 1864 US 
Quartermaster city. Everything that General 
Philip Sheridan’s Army would need to fight 
in the Shenandoah Valley, was stored and 
moved out of the town’s former US Armory 
site. It is through this 1864 Yuletide event 
that the park continues to reflect on what 
the Civil War will determine; the Union of 
the States, and eventual freedom of 4 mil-
lion enslaved people.

Harpers Ferry Park Guides, 
continued from Page 8

❏ I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Historical Association (new member)
❏ I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):
❏ $25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family household. 

Benefits include a newsletter subscription, a 15% discount on all 
bookshop purchases, a vinyl decal, and invitations to annual meeting 
and events.

❏ $25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for edu-
cators. Benefits include the above plus open house for teachers and 
discounts on programs for teachers.

❏ $45 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to 
the park. Benefits are the same as Armory Worker category plus a 
12-month Harpers Ferry Park entrance pass.

❏ $100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category. In-
cludes all benefits of the Millwright category plus Garnet Jex’s Upper 
Potomac in the Civil War pictorial book, member recognition in our 
newsletter and at our annual meeting, and a special tour.

❏ $250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who 
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission. Benefits include 15% 
discount on all bookshop purchases; a newsletter subscription; vinyl 
decal; invitations to annual meetings, events, and association-spon-
sored education programs; a 12-month park pass; Garnet Jex’s Upper 
Potomac in the Civil War pictorial book; recognition in newsletter and 
at annual meeting; special tour; and additional membership card.

❏ $500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and 
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education 
programs. Benefits include 15% discount on all bookshop purchases; 
a newsletter subscription; vinyl decals; invitations to annual meeting, 
events, and education programs; Garnet Jex’s Upper Potomac in the 
Civil War pictorial book; recognition in the newsletter and at annual 
meeting; special tour; an Amercia the Beautiful pass (for use in all 
parks) for individuals; and a display plaque for businesses.

Harpers Ferry Historical Association Membership Application

❏ I would like to make a donation to the David 
L. Larsen Memorial Fund to support Harpers 
Ferry Park internships.

❏ I am not interested in receiving member ben-
efits, but I would like to make a contribution 
in the amount of ________ to aid the mission 
of the Harpers Ferry Historical Association.

❏ I am a Charter Member and would like to 
make a donation of ________.

❏ Check if this is a new address for you

_____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________
City State Zip

_____________________________________________
Telephone

_____________________________________________
E-mail

Please clip and mail to: 
 Harpers Ferry Historical Association
 P.O. Box 197
 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
 

 Phone: (304) 535-6881
 Fax: (304) 535-6749
 Email: hfha@earthlink.net



Harpers Ferry Park Guide Tours Now Available
Harpers Ferry Park Guide Tours are now 
being offered by HFHA in cooperation with 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.
 The standard 2-½ hour tour with a cer-
tified Park Guide provides an in-depth pri-
vate tour of Harpers Ferry including battle-
field areas and significant historic locations 
in the park. The Guide will meet you at the 
Park Visitor Center and step on your bus or 
drive your vehicle to the tour stops. All park 
themes are interpreted including: geography 
and natural history; the John Brown Raid 
and Civil War; Storer College, Niagara 
Movement, and freedom story; transporta-
tion, waterpower, and industry.
 The tour ends in Lower Town where 
you are free to explore on your own, visit 
the Park Bookshop, and enjoy a meal.
 Pre-registration and pre-payment is 
required for all tours. Prices are based on the 
number in the group: $75 for 1–6 people, 
$95 for 7–15 people, $135 for 16+ people. 
(Price does not include the National Park 
entrance fee. For more information call the 
park at 304-535-6299 or 304-535-6298.)
 To ensure a tour, schedule your Harp-
ers Ferry Park Guide as far in advance as 
possible. Call 304-535-6881 or email hfha@
earthlink.net to receive a Tour Request Form 
and book your tour.

Our Guides
Jefferson County native Doug Perks re-
ceived his Bachelor’s degree from West 
Virginia University and a Masters in Teach-
ing from James Madison University. Doug 
retired after 30 years with Jefferson County 
Schools. He was also a former Seasonal Park 
Ranger and the Education Coordinator at 
Harpers Ferry NHP.
 A frequent lecturer on Jefferson County 
history, Doug currently serves as President 
of the Jefferson County Historical Society 
(JCHS). He is also Assistant Curator of 
the Jefferson County Museum, a contribut-
ing author to The Magazine of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society, author of the 
column “Mr. Jefferson’s County” in the 
JCHS newsletter The Guardian, Director 
and Historian of Elmwood Cemetery Asso-
ciation, Inc., and Vice Chair of the Charles 
Town Historic Landmarks Commission.

Jim Prentice was actually born in a Na-
tional Park—Perry’s Victory National 
Monument, Put-In-Bay, Ohio. He grew up 
in Lower Town Harpers Ferry as the son of 
Park Superintendent Joseph R. Prentice. 
His family moved to Fairfax County, VA 
when his father was transferred to Wash-

continued on page 7
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The Harpers Ferry Historical 
Association operates the Na-
tional Park Bookshop in Lower 
Town Harpers Ferry. Profits 
from sales are returned to the 
park to support inter pretive and 
educational programs to enhance 
your visit.
 You are invited to join this 
unique organization and be a 
part of Harpers Ferry’s special 
family. For more information 
call (304) 535-6881, send 
e-mail to hfha@earthlink.net, 
or visit our website at www.
harpersferryhistory.org
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