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Commemoration
hree days of events commemorat-
ing the sesquicentennial of John 

and voters reacted to the raid. On Friday, 
“The Eve of the Raid” will take visitors on 
a lantern lit walk of Harpers Ferry that sets 
the stage of the eve of John Brown’s Raid. 
“Assault on Engine House” commemorates 
the 150th anniversary of the U.S. Marine as-
sault on the Federal Armory Engine House. 
And on Sunday, a procession and ceremony 
at the grave of Pvt. Luke Quinn, the only 
U.S. Marine killed during the assault on the 
Engine House, will be led by Lt. General 
G.R. Christmas, USMC Ret., President 
and CEO of the Marine Corps Heritage 
Foundation.

Highlights of the weekend include:

Anniversary Procession from 
Kennedy Farm to Harpers Ferry
Follow in the footsteps of John Brown and 
his men on this historic recreation of John 
Brown’s procession from his headquarters 
in Washington County, Maryland to Harp-
ers Ferry. Participants must park at Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park (shuttles will 
take participants to the Kennedy Farm from 
the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
Visitors Center, starting at 5:00 p.m. and the 
last bus will be leaving at 5:45 p.m.). Event 
includes historical presentations at Kennedy 
Farm, music performers, catered food and 
beverages, bus service, and the reenactment 
of John Brown’s March to Harpers Ferry.

continued on page 2

T
Brown’s Raid will begin with an opening 
ceremony at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, October 
16. Music, dramatic readings, re-enact-
ments, speakers, and living history stations 
are scheduled throughout the weekend, all 
designed to educate and enlighten visitors 
about John Brown’s Raid.

Numerous John Brown authors and histo-
rians will be available to answer questions 
and sign their books. At a family and youth 
tent young and old alike will enter into this 
watershed 19th century event through mu-
sic, drama, activity stations, and role play. 
The controversial issues of enslavement, 
defining freedom, and political action will 
be highlighted.

Stephen Vincent Benet’s John Brown’s Body 
will be featured on stage by the Jefferson 
High School Drama Department, and with 
selected readings accompanied by a Mary-
land Symphony Ensemble. At 11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, noted actor and historian Fred 
Morsell will present Frederick Douglass’ 
famous 1881 address on John Brown. The 
U.S. Marine Band will perform two thirty-
minute concerts on Saturday at 2:00 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. The United States Postal 
Service will host a Cancellation Station 
with a special commemorative postmark for 
the John Brown Raid Sesquicentennial.

The program “At All Times Ready” focuses 
on how the citizens, militia, U.S. troops, 
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The picture which appears       
on our newsletter’s nameplate, 
dating from 1803, is one of the 
oldest prints of Harpers Ferry. 
Twenty years earlier, in 1783, 
Thomas Jefferson had declared 
that this view was “worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic.”
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The solemn occasion will be a six mile walk 
starting at 8:00 p.m., exactly at the same 
day and time that John Brown’s Provisional 
Army launched the Raid on Harpers Ferry. 
Hiking shoes and a flash-light are recom-
mended for this six mile walk from the Ken-
nedy Farm, to the C&O Canal Towpath, 
across the bridge to Harpers Ferry. This is a 
rain or shine event. Docents will be avail-
able on the buses from Harpers Ferry, and at 
the Kennedy Farm.

Cost is $10 to attend the presentation at 
the Kennedy Farm. This includes a ticket 
to participate in the John Brown March to 
Harpers Ferry reenactment. Reservations 
must be made for this event. Contact: 
Visitor Welcome Center at Hagerstown-
Washington County CVB, (301) 791-3246 
ext. 10, www.marylandmemories.com.

Keynote Addresses

On Saturday, October 17 at 1:00 p.m. Dr. 
Evan Carton will deliver the first keynote 
address. Dr. Carton is the Founder and 
Director of the University of Texas Hu-
manities Institute. He 
arrived at the University 
of Texas at Austin in 
1978 after complet-
ing his undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in 
English from Columbia 
and Johns Hopkins. The 
current holder of the 
Joan Negley Kelleher 
Centennial Professor-
ship in Rhetoric and 
Composition, Carton 
is the author of two 
books on 19th century 
American literature, one 
on the history of 20th 
century literary criticism 
and theory, and a nar-
rative non-fiction work 
entitled Patriotic Treason: John Brown and the 
Soul of America (Free Press, 2006).

The Honorable William T. Coleman, recipi-
ent of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 

will be the keynote speaker at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 18. See page 3 for more details 
about this distinguished guest.

“Tattered Souls”

Noted composer and arranger Delfeayo 
Marsalis will conduct the premiere of this 
John Brown Raid Sesquicentennial theatri-
cal jazz production.

Born in New Orleans, Louisiana on July 28, 
1965, Marsalis began studying trombone at 
age 13, and attended the New Orleans Cen-
ter for Creative Arts high school. He was 
classically trained at the Eastern Music Fes-
tival and Tanglewood Institute. After pro-
ducing his first recording at age 17, Marsalis 
attended the prestigious Berklee College of 
Music, majoring in both performance and 
audio production. He has since produced 
over 75 major-label recordings-several of 
which have received Grammy awards and 
nominations-including works by: Harry 
Connick, Jr., Marcus Roberts, Spike Lee, 
Ellis, Branford and Wynton Marsalis.

As a trombonist, Marsalis has toured in-
ternationally with legendary jazz artists 

Art Blakey, Abdullah 
Ibrahim, Elvin Jones, 
Slide Hampton and 
Max Roach, as well as 
touring with his own 
modern jazz ensemble. 
During a tour with the 
Lincoln Center Jazz 
Orchestra, he was filmed 
as part of the Ken Burns 
documentary, “Jazz.” A 
mainstay on the New 
Orleans modern jazz 
scene, he has released 
three solo albums to 
critical acclaim, Pon-
tius Pilate’s Decision in 
1992, Musashi in 1997, 
and Minions Dominion 
in September 2006. 

Along with late trombone master J.J. John-
son, several music reviewers have labeled 
Mr. Marsalis as one of the freshest modern 
voices on the instrument to arrive in the 
90’s. 

Dr. Evan Carton

2 

http://www.marylandmemories.com/


Steven and Barnette Savitz
 Teaneck, NJ
Karen, Terry, and Josh Willis
 Chestertown, MD

Recent Donations
John Frye
 Hagerstown, MD
Arts & Humanities 
 Alliance of Jefferson 

County
 Shepherdstown, WV
West Virginia Humanities 

Council
 Charleston, WV

“Sword of the Spirit”

At 7:00 p.m. on Saturday evening the 
one act play, Sword of the Spirit, will be 
performed on the Shenandoah Stage. The 
play first premiered in February, 2000 as 
part of the Harpers Ferry National Histori-
cal Park’s commemoration of John Brown’s 
200th birthday. The play, researched for 
three years, was written by Greg Artzner 
and Terry Leonino, and Richard Henzel. 
Greg and Terry, also known as the musi-
cal group, Magpie, have recorded several 
albums. Their song “Take Me Back to Harp-
ers Ferry,” was written for the Park’s 50th 
anniversary. Richard Henzel, co-author and 
director, has been a Chicago theatre legend 
for many years. He has appeared in films and 
television, and is well known for his work as 
director and playwright.

The play takes place in Brown’s jail cell in 
Charlestown, VA where he spent the last 
month and a half of his life. He received 
many visitors and granted interviews while 
he healed from his wounds and awaited his 
execution. He also composed over one hun-
dred letters to members of his family, includ-
ing his wife Mary, and others. The play will 
be a singular opportunity for the audience 
to participate as spectators in that process as 
they become the “Interviewer” for one last 
session before he is taken to the gallows. His 
wife, Mary, writes to him from the home of 
Lucretia Mott in Philadelphia, where she is 
staying. As the stories intertwine, husband 
and wife address each other, “conversing” 
across the miles.

Walk of the Descendants

This commemorative walk at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday morning will follow the footsteps of 
John Brown and his men during their raid 
on Harpers Ferry in October of 1859. The 
program, led by a park ranger, will follow 
the events as they unfolded during those 
fateful 36 hours one-hundred and fifty years 
ago. Descendants of townspeople, militia, 
marines, raiders and John Brown are invited 
to participate, where, at specific locations 
along the walk they will offer readings that 
relate to their ancestor’s involvement and 
fate during the raid. At the conclusion of 
their reading, the participants will pause for 

a moment of silence and a carnation will be 
placed in their ancestor’s memory.

For a detailed scheduled please visit www.
johnbrownraid.org or contact the Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park at (304) 535-
6029.

Medal of Freedom Recipient to 
Give Keynote Address
William Thaddeus Coleman, Jr., a Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom Recipient, former 
Secretary of Transportation, distinguished 
lawyer, and significant player in the ad-
vancement of civil rights will deliver a 
keynote address at the John Brown Raid 
150th Commemoration event. Currently the 
Senior Partner and the Senior Counselor in 
the national and international law firm of 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP, Mr. Coleman has 
had a life in law, business, public service and 
family that included advisory or 
consultant positions to six former 
U.S. Presidents, including Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Born in Philadelphia on July 7, 
1920, Coleman graduated summa 
cum laude from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1941 and magna 
cum laude from Harvard Law 
School in 1946. He began his law 
career in May 1947 as law secre-
tary to the late Judge Herbert F. 
Goodrich of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
The next year, he became the first 
African American law clerk at 
the U.S. Supreme Court, serving 
the late Justice Felix Frankfurter. 
An ardent defender of civil rights, 
based, in part, on family tradition, Mr. Cole-
man coauthored the legal brief in Brown v. 
Board of Education that persuaded the Su-
preme Court in 1954 to outlaw racial segre-
gation in public schools.

Only the second African American to serve 
in the Cabinet, Coleman served as Presi-
dent Ford’s Secretary of Transportation from 
1975 to 1977. There, he was involved in, in-
ter alia, the reorganizations of several major 
interstate, national railroads, the substantial 

continued on page 4

William Thaddeus Coleman, Jr.
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completion of the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem, the significant start of the Washington 
subway system, the U.S. landing rights of 
the British-French Concorde, as well as the 
beginning of the deregulation of the truck-
ing industry, the airline industry, and the 
railroad industry, and the requirement of 
airbags in automobiles.

In September 1995, President Clinton 
conferred upon him the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian 
award. Some of his many other distin-
guished awards include the Thurgood Mar-
shall Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
Thaddeus Stevens Award, and the Lamp-
lighter Award for Leadership.

Mr. Coleman will speak on Sunday, October 
18, at 2:00 p.m.

Public Events Schedule
Continued from Page 3

Annual Meeting to Follow 
Special Breakfast with 
Descendants
Members of the Harpers Ferry Historical As-
sociation are invited to join the descendants 
of those who had a role in the historic John 
Brown Raid for a breakfast Sunday, October 
18 at 8:00 a.m. Members should go to the 
bookshop in Lower Town for directions to 
the outdoor tent. All current members will 
be receiving an invitation by mail to attend 
this special event.

As this will be a catered breakfast, it is 
important that you call (304) 535-6881 
or email hfha@earthlink.net no later than 
September 25 to make a reservation. The 
Association’s annual meeting with follow 
at 9:00 a.m. This is a unique opportunity to 
participate in the Sesquicentennial events 
of the weekend and meet fellow Association 
members. We hope to see you there!

Congratulations to Association member Jim 
Kirby on the publication of his new color photo 
book, Harpers Ferry, A Crossroads in Time 
(Mountain Trail Press, 2009). 

Jim will be appearing at the Park to sign books 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 17 and Sunday, October 18.
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Four states are planning 
events to commemorate 
the 150th Anniversary of 
John Brown’s Raid. Please 
visit www.johnbrownraid.
org for further details. 
New events and press 
releases are being added 
frequently.

John Brown, May 1859. 
The portrait is a copy of an 
original photograph by J.W. 
Black of Boston, Mass. Brown 
appears standing with a long 
beard, long-tail coat, vest, 
and trousers. (Harpers Ferry 
NHP).

Upcoming Sesquicentennial Events
September 1 – October 31, 2009
Exhibition, “From the First Shot to the 
Gallows: Winchester’s Involvement with the 
John Brown Raid”
Sponsored by the Winchester-Frederick Coun-
ty Historical Society, this exhibit focuses on 
rare artifacts that tell the story of Winchester’s 
involvement with the John Brown raid. Free 
admission. Monday – Saturday 10:00 A.M. – 
4:00 P.M. Sunday 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. The 
Hollingsworth Mill,1360 S. Pleasant Valley 
Road, Winchester, VA. Contact: Cissy Shull, 
(540) 662-6550, www.winchesterhistory.org.

September 1 – October 31, 2009
Exhibition, “A Militia, A Medical College, 
and A Judge: Winchester’s Connection to 
the John Brown Raid”
Designed by and for students, this exhibit 
focuses on Winchester’s connection to the 
John Brown Raid. Free admission. 9:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. daily except major holidays. The 
Winchester-Frederick County Visitor’s Center 
in Davis Hall, 1400 S. Pleasant Valley Rd., 
Winchester, VA. Contact: Ann Denkler (540) 
678-4334, www.visitwinchesterva.com.

September 6 – October 25, 2009 – “In the 
Footsteps of John Brown”
Join a park ranger and discover that John 
Brown’s Raid actually covered several miles, 
over 30 buildings and hundreds of people. 
Discover some of these places and people on 
this two hour, two mile walking tour of Harp-
ers Ferry. Sundays in September and Octobers, 
11:00 A.M. Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park, (304) 535-6029, www.nps.gov/hafe.

September 16, 2009
John Brown Community Forum
Sponsored by the Jefferson County Black 
History Preservation Society, the forums will 
focus on Heyward Shepherd and Osborne An-
derson. 7:00 P.M. Star Lodge Masonic Hall, 
Charles Town, WV. Contact: George Ruther-
ford (304) 725-9610, jeffctywvblackhistory.org.

September 18-19, 2009
Display of original David Hunter Strother 
drawings from the John Brown Raid, Trial, 
and Execution
Display and lecture by John Cuthbert, curator 
of West Virginia University Archives about 
the original drawings of Stother who was an 

artist and correspondent for Harpers Weekly. 
Free Admission. Friday: display 4:00 to 9:00 
P.M., lecture 7:00 P.M., Jefferson County 
Museum, 200 E. Washington Street, Charles 
Town, WV. Saturday: display and lecture at 
1:00 P.M., Charles Town Visitor Center, 108 
N. Charles Street, Charles Town, WV. Con-
tact: Bob O’Connor (304) 535-2627, www.
jeffctywvmuseum.org.

Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28
Tour of the John Blessing House
John Frederick Blessing was a local baker and 
confectioner who befriended John Brown dur-
ing his imprisonment in Charles Town. Prior 
to his execution, Brown inscribed and present-
ed his jailhouse bible to Blessing. The Blessing 
house is now owned by the Jefferson County 
Black History Preservation Society. Cur-
rently the house is not open to the public 
on a regular basis. Join a guide for a 
special sesquicentennial tour of the 
John Blessing house. 10:00 A.M. 303 
East North Street, Charles Town, WV. 
Contact: George Rutherford, (304) 
725-9610, jeffctywvblackhistory.org.

Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 22
John Brown Walking Tour of Charles 
Town, Jefferson County
Join a guide for a two-hour walking tour of 
John Brown related sites in Charles Town. 
Sponsored by the Jefferson County Black His-
tory Preservation Society. Meet at 2:00 P.M. 
at the Jefferson County Courthouse, Charles 
Town, WV. Contact: James Tolbert, (304) 
725-7852, jeffctywvblackhistory.org.

August 29 – September 26, 2009
Wayside Theatre’s production of Robert E. 
Lee & John Brown, Lighting the Fuse
A historical drama with music, this two act 
stage production focuses on John Brown and 
his infamous raid on Harpers Ferry, and Robert 
E. Lee, who was assigned to quash Brown’s 
attempted rebellion. Both men became and re-
main major symbols of this uniquely American 
conflict. Warner Crocker, Wayside Theatre’s 
Artistic Director, wrote the play first produced 
in 2004, and Steve Przybylski composed the 
music. 7853 Main Street, Middletown, VA. 
Contact: Cephe Place (540) 869-1776. www.
waysidetheatre.org.

continued on page 6
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Sesquicentennial Events
Continued from Page 5
October 3, 2009
Freedom’s Run – A Race for Health and 
Heritage
Trace the history of Washington’s Way West, 
John Brown’s Raid, the Civil War, and Eman-
cipation. Run through Harpers Ferry, C&O 
Canal, Antietam Battlefield. The entire 
courses of all events are contained within 
three National Parks, Civil War towns, and 
rural roads connecting them. Finish crossing 
the scenic Rumsey Bridge over the Potomac 
to the football field of Shepherd University in 
historic Shepherdstown, WV. Inaugural Event, 
Marathon, Half-Marathon, 10k, 5k, Kids Fun 
Run, and many post race family activities. 
Contact: Lois Turco (304) 876-9141, www.
freedomsrun.org.

October 10, 2009 – April 11, 2010
The Portent: John Brown’s Raid in Ameri-
can Memory
This exhibition is the first-ever critical analy-
sis by a southern institution of an episode 
that, on the eve of the Civil War, broke open 
sectionalist fissures. Brown demanded that his 
contemporaries take a moral stance on slavery, 
and to this day a mention of his attack spurs 
debate about issues of justice, terrorism, libera-
tion, and vigilantism. The story of Brown’s 
early life, his fervent religious beliefs, his turn 
to violence as an abolitionist in Kansas, and 
his Virginia raid and its aftermath will be told 
in the exhibition. Contemporary reactions to 
the raid and to the trial and execution of John 
Brown will also be discussed, and visitors will 
see a display of objects and books related to 
John Brown’s raid. Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. 
(Everyday children under 18 get in free; Sun-
days are free for all visitors). Virginia Histori-
cal Society, 428 North Blvd., Richmond, VA 
23220. (804) 358-4901, www.vahistorical.org.

October 10-11, 2009
Exhibit Opening, “The Secret Six”
The exhibit and special programs will shed 
light on the men behind John Brown’s Raid. 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, (304) 
535-6029, www.nps.gov/hafe.

October 10-11, 2009
“John Brown’s Legacy & At All Times 
Ready The U.S. Marines”
Although the raid failed, it polarized the 
nation on the question of slavery. Now both 
sides, pro and anti slavery, were willing to 

resort to violence. Compromise between these 
factions became impossible resulting in an 
“irrepressible conflict.” The visitor steps into 
town under martial law and living in fear of 
future attacks or slave insurrection. Military 
and civilian living history volunteers and staff 
will provide numerous reactions of the town’s 
former inhabitants.12:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park/St. Pe-
ter’s Cemetery, Harpers Ferry. (304) 535-6029, 
www.nps.gov/hafe.

October 14-17, 2009
Academic Symposium “John Brown Re-
membered”
A three and a day Academic Symposium fea-
turing plenary sessions with Dr. David Blight, 
Dr. Spencer Crew, and Dr. Paul Finkleman. 
Co-sponsored by Penn State University, Mont 
Alto and the Harpers Ferry Historical Associa-
tion. Mather Training Center, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, Contact: Dr. Peggy 
Russo, u7k@psu.edu, (717) 749-6231, www.
harpersferryhistory.org/johnbrown.

October 15, 2009 – “Sword of the Spirit”
John Brown’s final and colorful last days are 
brought back to life in this drama based on 
the letters of John and Mary Brown. The play 
is written and performed by Greg Artzner and 
Terry Leonino. 7:30 P.M. Old Opera House, 
Charles Town, WV (304) 535-6029, www.
nps.gov/hafe.

October 16, 2009 – Anniversary Procession 
from Kennedy Farm to Harpers Ferry (Pre-
sentation and Reenactment of March)
Reservations must be made for this event. 
Cost is $10. The walk to Harpers Ferry is 
optional. There will be buses available to 
take people from the Kennedy Farm back to 
Harpers Ferry NHP, these buses return after 
the walk begins at 8:00P.M. Contact: Visitor 
Welcome Center at Hagerstown-Washington 
County CVB, (301) 791-3246 ext.10, www.
marylandmemories.com. (Note: The Kennedy 
Farm is a privately-owned museum, restored to 
its appearance in 1859. Learn more at www.
johnbrown.org.)

October 16-18, 2009 – Sesquicentennial 
Commemoration of John Brown’s Raid
Three days of public education events focus-
ing on the 36 hours of John Brown’s Raid on 
Harpers Ferry 150 years ago. The weekend will 
include a full slate of music, drama, scholar-
ship, living history, family & youth activities, 
and ranger conducted programs. Harpers Ferry 

For a schedule of non-
sesquicentennial Park 
events call 304.535.6029 
or visit the park website at 
www.nps.gov/hafe.
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National Historical Park, (304) 535-6029, 
www.nps.gov/hafe.

October 17, 2009
“Frederick Reacts”
The city will recreate the confusion and alarm 
when news of John Brown’s Raid reached 
Frederick. Living historians will gather at the 
downtown fire companies to ring the alarm 
bells and relate the arrival of the first news of 
the raid. A dedication ceremony for a Civil 
War Trails Marker will take place the same 
morning near the old train station and then a 
delegation of fire and city officials will leave to 
take part in the events at Harpers Ferry. 8:30 
A.M. Carroll Creek & Market Street, Freder-
ick, MD. Contact: George Wunderlich (301) 
695-1864, www.civilwarmed.org.

October 21, 2009
John Brown Community Forum
Sponsored by the Jefferson County Black 
History Preservation Society, the forums 
will focus on Dangerfield Newby and Lewis 
Leary. 7:00 P.M. Wainwright Baptist Church, 
Charles Town, WV. Contact: George Ruther-
ford (304) 725-9610, jeffctywvblackhistory.org.

October 29, 2009
The John Brown Raid, a public lecture
Dr. James Bryant, II, Associate Professor, Dept. 
of History, Shenandoah University, is the 
presenter of a lecture sponsored by the Win-
chester-Frederick County Historical Society, 
Shenandoah University, and the Winchester-
Frederick County CVB. 7:00 P.M. Shenan-
doah University. Contact: Cissy Shull, (540) 
662-6550, www.winchesterhistory.org.
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❏ I wish to join the Harpers Ferry Historical Association (new member)
❏ I wish to renew my membership (renewal)

Please enroll me in the following member category (check one):
❏ $25 Armory Worker – Basic membership for a family household. 

Benefits include a newsletter subscription, a 15% discount on all 
bookshop purchases, a vinyl decal, and invitations to annual meeting 
and events.

❏ $25 Sarah Jane Foster – An alternative basic membership for edu-
cators. Benefits include the above plus open house for teachers and 
discounts on programs for teachers.

❏ $45 Millwright – For those members who are frequent visitors to 
the park. Benefits are the same as Armory Worker category plus a 
12-month Harpers Ferry Park entrance pass.

❏ $100 Master Armorer – A supporting membership category. In-
cludes all benefits of the Millwright category plus a “John Brown’s 
Fort” ornament, member recognition in our newsletter and at our 
annual meeting, and a special tour.

❏ $250 Paymaster – For businesses, vendors or family donors who 
wish to contribute to the Association’s mission. Benefits include 
15% discount on all bookshop purchases; a newsletter subscription; 
vinyl decal; invitations to annual meetings, events, and association-
sponsored education programs; a 12-month park pass; “John Brown’s 
Fort” ornament; recognition in newsletter and at annual meeting; 
special tour; and additional membership card.

❏ $500 Armory Superintendent – For supporters (individual and 
corporate) who wish to perpetuate Association and Park education 
programs. Benefits include 15% discount on all bookshop purchases, 
a newsletter subscription, vinyl decals, invitations to annual meet-
ing, events, and education programs, “John Brown’s Fort” ornament, 
recognition in the newsletter and at annual meeting, special tour, an 
Amercia the Beautiful pass (for use in all parks) for individuals, and 
a display plaque for businesses.

Harpers Ferry Historical Association Membership Application

❏ I am not interested in receiving member ben-
efits, but I would like to make a contribution 
in the amount of ________ to aid the mission 
of the Harpers Ferry Historical Association.

❏ I am a Charter Member and would like to 
make a donation of ________.

❏ Check if this is a new address for you

_____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________
City State Zip

_____________________________________________
Telephone

_____________________________________________
E-mail

Please clip and mail to: 
 Harpers Ferry Historical Association
 P.O. Box 197
 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
 
 Toll-free: 1-800-821-5206
 Phone: (304) 535-6881
 Fax: (304) 535-6749
 Email: hfha@earthlink.net

http://www.nps.gov/hafe
http://www.civilwarmed.org/
http://jeffctywvblackhistory.org/
http://www.winchesterhistory.org/


Gratitude for Donations from the Kuhn Family
The Association would like to express its 
gratitude to member and long time sup-
porter Josephine Murphy Kuhn-Curtis for 
her recent donations in memory of her son 
Jim Kuhn and her great grandparents, Mary 
and Alexander Murphy.

The Murphy’s were instrumental in preserv-
ing John Brown’s Fort after it returned from 
the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 
1895. For just one dollar they deeded five 
acres of their farm to the trustees of the fort. 
It remained on the Murphy Farm until it 
was purchased by Storer College and recon-
structed on the Camp Hill Campus in 1909.

In the late 1880s Alexander Murphy also 
purchased the gates and wrought iron fence 
surrounding the U.S. Armory at Harpers 
Ferry. The Murphy’s preserved them for over 
a century. In 1991 Jim Kuhn donated the 
original gate to the National Park Service. 
It is now on display in the John Brown 
Museum.

Dennis Frye, chief of interpretation at Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park, with Jim Kuhn 
inside John Brown’s Fort in 1991.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Harpers Ferry, WV

25425
Permit No. 12

Harpers Ferry Historical Association
Post Office Box 197
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

8 

The Harpers Ferry Historical 
Association operates the Na-
tional Park Bookshop in Lower 
Town Harpers Ferry. Profits 
from sales are returned to the 
park to support inter pretive and 
educational programs to enhance 
your visit.
 You are invited to join this 
unique organization and be a 
part of Harpers Ferry’s special 
family. For more information 
call (304) 535-6881, send 
e-mail to hfha@earthlink.net, 
or visit our website at www.
harpersferryhistory.org.
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